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L ET 


Reverend Dr. KIP PTS 


LET © ER bb 


Concerning the Extent of the Claim of the 
Church of England to regulate the external 

Beliaviour of her own Members; and alſo 
to influence their internal Judgments in 
Controverſies of Faith. 


Reverend Sir, 


ERE I diſpoſed to be too much 
elated by the ſignal Compliment, with 
which I am honoured at Page 13 of 
the 2d Editionof your Vindicationof 
the Diſſenting Miniſters, you have 
yourſelf thrown in a previous Check to any extra- 
vagant Emotions of Self-Conceit, which might 
have been excited by ſuch a Temptation: For at 
A 2 Page 


888 
"IO 6, you ſay, The moſt able and celebrated 
( Arminian) Writers (in Defence of Arminian 
„ Subſcriptions) muſt ever bow to a Toplady and. 
a Bowman; two Gentlemen who have lately 
<* written in Defence of the Calviniſtical Senſe of 
the Articles.” And you add, < It feems to be 
an INFATUATION that hath ſeized Numbers of 
< the Clergy, who are undoubtedly Arminians, 
in being zealous for a Subſcription to Articles, 
« which. cannot be reconciled with their own 
% Sentiments,” 


However, as your Compliment was perſonal, 
your Cenſure only general, extorted, as it pro- 
bably appeared to you, by the Force of Truth; 


I beg your kind Acceptance of my beſt Thanks 


for the former : And I will endeavour to profit, 
as much as I can, by a right Uſe of the latter. 
To which End give me Leave- to requeſt your 
generous Aſſiſtance in rhe Profecution of the fol- 
lowing Inquiry, viz. In what, or in which Part 
of my Apology doth this ſtrange Infatuation ap- 
pear ? I myſelf, you will eaſily believe, am not 
conſcious of it. And tho' I make no Pretenſions 
. to Infallibility, tho”I have my maculas non paucas, 
quas aut incuria fudit, aut humana param cavit 


Nature ; yet I would willingly ſupport the ge- 


neral Character of a conſiſtent. Writer, and a con- 
ſiſtent Proteſtant,---A Friend to Eſtabliſhments, 


and equally a Friend to Tolerations. This hath. 


Ver. 


whe Rb Bas Rb. He © IS | 
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ever been my Aim thro' Life; and wherever 
J have failed, it was thro* Ignorance, and not by 


Deſign. TO 


| You, Sir, appear to me in the Light of a very 
able Advocate for your Cauſe ; and what is much 
better, but which, alas! can be ſaid of very few 
controverſial Writers, in the Light of an 
HONEST Man. You are, on the whole, a can- 
did and impartial Searcher after Truth: And I 
ſolemnly promiſe to follow you in the ſame Pur- 
ſuit, as far as my Abilities will permit, let what 
will be the Conſequence. 


THxeREFORE to the Matter of our preſent In- 
quiry.---Fhe Point, from which I ſet out in my 
late Apology, and which, I hope, I have invari- 
ably purſued from the Beginning to the End, 1s 
the unalienable Right of private Judgement, and 
the Liberty of following the Dictates of Con- 
ſcience in every Caſe whatever, if really conſiſtent 
with good Morals, and the juſt Rights of other 
Men. I am fully perſuaded, that Dr K7ppis did 
not intend to brand this laudable Principle with 
any Mark of his Diſapprobation : And there- 
fore ſo far I am ſafe. If then the Individual has 
fuch an unalienable Right to the Exerciſe of his 
private Judgement ;---has he not a Right to 
arrange his own Thoughts in proper Order, 
to form and connect his Principles, and to ſum 

them 
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them up together by rejecting ſome Ideas, and 
by joining others? Doubtleſs he has this Right. 
For this is only ſaying in other Words, that he 
has a Right to the Exerciſe of his private Judg- 
ment. Now, Sir, I aſk, What is this Arrange- 
ment of Thoughts, this Selection of Ideas, Con- 
nection of Principles, and ſumming them up to- 
gether ;---but in very Deed, the Formation of a 
Syſtem, the Compoſing of a Creed, and the Eſta- 
bliſhing of Articles of Faith, or Rules of Con- 
duct for his own private Uſe ?---I do not wiſh to 
impoſe either on my own Underſtanding, or on 
that of other Men. Read therefore, and conſider, 
Whether any Idea hath ſlipt into this Argument, 
which ought not to have been admitted: And if 
there be any latent Fallacy, ler us detect it before 
we proceed any farther.---I, for my Part, moſt 
ſolemnly declare, that if there be any Deception, 
it is paſt my Skill to diſcover it.---Be it therefore 
granted (*till the contrary is proved) that every 
Individual hath this Right to form his own Syſ- 
tem, his own Creed, and his own peculiar Prin- 
ciples ; uſing the beſt Helps he can procure for 
this Purpoſe :---And then what will follow ? Will 
you not allow, that other Individuals might 
Join themſelves to him, or he to them, if they 
and he thought proper? I cannot, I muſt not 
ſuppoſe, that you would wiſh to deny either him, 
or them this reaſonable Liberty, and natural 
Right. And therefore, as we have now got a 
Number 


> 
Number of Perſons together, profeſſing the ſame 
Sentiments, and united in the ſame Purſuits, 


(it matters not how many, or how few, and whe- 


ther their Views terminate in this Life, or extend 
to another ?---But as the Aſſociation is now 
formed) the only Queſtion remaining to be diſ- 
cuſſed is, How is this Society to act? With 
what Powers ought it to be inveſted ? And, if it 
has any certain Eud or Object in View, What 
Means ought to be allowed for the Attainment 
of ſuch End? The ſhort Anſwer to theſe Queſ- 
tions ſeems to be this: That the Society have the 
ſame Rights, the ſame Powers and Privileges in 
their collective Character, which each of them 
has in his private Capacity as an Individual. 
Now I cannot fee, but that every private Man 
ſhould be left at Liberty. to chuſe his own Com- 
pany, if they, for their Parts, are willing to aſ- 
ſociate with him: And vice verſa, if either he, 
or they ſhould grow diſguſted with this Aſſocia- 


tion, I cannot ſee, but that he has a Right to 


leave them, .or they to diſcard him. Therefore 
the Powers of Admiſſion, and of Rejection or 
Excluſion, ſo unalienable in the Caſe of an In- 
dividual, and ſo eſſential to the very Exiſtence 
of every independent Society, being thus ſecured 
to both ;---It ought to be conſidered in the next 
Place, Whether, after the Society have agreed 
upon ſome certain End as the joint Object of their 
Wiſhes and Purſuits, they have not a Right alſo 

| to 
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ro agree on the proper Means towards obtaining 
this End ;---provided that ſuch Means be juſt 
and honeſt. The Individual hath undoubtedly. 
a Right to chuſe his own Means for the attaining 
of his own Ends, under the Limitations of Juſ- 
tice and good Morals above reſerved. And if 
He has it, why have not a Collection of Indivi- 
duals the ſame Right? Or can you aſſign a Rea- 
ſon, why they ſhould be debarred this Right in 
their collective, which each of them enjoys in his 
ſeparate Capacity ?---I think you cannot; nay, I 
am perſuaded, that you are ſo ſteady, and ſo con- 
ſiſtent a Friend to Liberty of Conſcience, as not 
to attempt it. Therefore it muſt follow, that all 
independent Societies whatever (and conſequently 
the Church of England among the reſt) have an 
inherent Power, and an unalienable Right to ap- 
point certain lawful Means for the attaining of 
certain good Ends: That is, they have a Power 
of adjuſting their own external Conduct and Be- 
haviour, and of regulating the Ceremonials of it, 
according to the beſt of their Skills and Judg- 
ments. ee Co | 


"RT RE Woes. Mx mo. ©, a 1 


”F ak a a . FLY 


Bur here alas! I am afraid, ſome of your 

diſſenting Brethren (whom I muſt not call Bigots, 

becauſe they are Philoſophers) will be apt to ſtart, 

as if an Apparition was riſing out- of the Earth ! 

« What! muſt we allow, that the Church hath 

« the Power, which ſhe claims in her 2oth Ar- 
| « ticle ? 
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« ticle? A Power to decree Rites and Ceremo- 
« nies? A Power which we have ſo often branded 
« with the odious Name of Popery? And a 
« Power, in ſhort, which we modern Diſſenters 
ce have declared to be the unſurmountable Obſta- 
« cle againſt any Poſſibility of a Reconciliation 
ce with the national Eſtabliſhment ? We cannot, 
« we muſt not grant it.” And indeed, Sir, your 
own Words, Page 43, are very ſtrong and em- 
phatic to the ſame Purpoſe. The Man, who 
« did not ground his Separation from the Eſta- 
ce bliſhment, chiefly upon theſe Conſiderations, 
« would ſcarce be thought worthy the Name of 
« a Difſenter.” 


Yer, Sir, notwithſtanding this expreſs De- 
claration, you mult grant, that the Church hath 
this very Power, if you will be conſiſtent with 
yourſelf, or with the natural and neceſſary Courſe 
of Things : For it is a Power, which you and all 
Mankind, Churchmen and Diſſenters, Clergy- 
men and Laymen, continually exerciſe, in one 
Reſpe& or other, both as Individuals, and as 
Members of particular Societies. It is in Fack 
a Power inſeparable from Human Nature : For 
as Human Nature is compounded of Bodies, as 
well as Souls, it therefore neceſſarily follows, 
That Human Bodies will require Human Forms 
and Ceremonies, of one Kind or other, as long 
as we ſhall ſubſiſt in this material World. 

B However 
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HowzveR, as this 20th Article is become 
ſuch a Stumbling-Block, and a Rock of Offence 
to many, eſpecially of late, let us examine it more 
attentively : Let us enquire, What is there in it 
ſo exceedingly obnoxious ; and eſpecially let us 
ſearch out for that very unſound Part, which is the 
moſt infected with Popery, in order to expel the 


Poiſon, if we can. 


Now this 2oth Article, like almoſt all the 
reſt, is not drawn up with that Accuracy and Pre- 
ciſion, which are expected in modern Compoſi- 
tions. Our firſt Reformers had too many Things 
on their Hands at once, and had their Thoughts 
too much engaged in more important Purſuits, to 
be at Leiſure to attend to Niceties of this Kind: 
So that if you find them right in the Main, that 
is all which you muſt expect from them. In fact 
this very Article is compounded of two different 
Parts, which ought to have been kept ſeparate, 
becauſe they come under diſtinct Conſiderations, 
and becauſe the one doth not neceſſarily infer, or 
ſuppoſe the other. 


The iſt is, That the Church aſſumes a Power 
to regulate the external Behaviour of her Mem- 
bers, alias to ordain Rites and Ceremonies: And 
the 2d. That ſhe ſuppoſes herſelf poſſeſſed of a 
Right to influence the Judgment of her Mem- 
bers in dubious Diſputes; or, in other Words, 
ſhe lays a Claim to Authority in Controverſies of 
Faith, | Is 


ah he { aw 


1 
4 
_ 
9 
1 
ps 
— 
= 
6 ,-- 
"8 
3 
2 
4 2 f 
= 
3 
A 2 
= - 
7 
. 
= 
_ 
1 
bs. 
1 


Ss 
8 
1 
1 
9 
"£0 
1 N 
= 
Z 
* 7 
* A 
8 
4 
17 

(7 

i 
5 


1 | 
In regard to the firſt of theſe Poſitions, it is 

the ſame in Effect with the Contents of the 34th 
Article, viz. of the Traditions [Cuſtoms or Ce- 
remonies] of the Church; and therefore theſe 
two Articles ought to have been incorporated 
into bne; which would then have run in the fol- 
lowing Manner: | 


« The Church hath Power to decree Rites and 
“ Ceremonies ; and yet it is not lawful for her to 
« ordainany Thing that is contrary to God's Word 
„written. Moreover, it is not neceſſary, that 
« Traditions and Ceremonies be in all Places one, 
<« and utterly alike. For at all Times they have 
ce been divers, and may be changed according to the 
« Diverſity of Countries, Times, and Men's Man- 
ners; ſo that nothing be ordained againſt God's 
« Word. | 


« WHOSOEVER through his private Judgment 
ce willingly and purpoſedly doth openly break the 
« Traditions and Ceremonies of the Church (which 
ebe not repugnant to the Word of God, and be 
<« ordained and approved by common Authority) 
<« ought to be rebuked openly, that other may 
< fear to do the like, as he that offendeth N 
ce the common Order of the Church, and hurtet 
<« the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and woundeth 
c the Conſcience of the weak Brethren. 


EER particular or national Church hath 
B 2 _ Au- 
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r Authority to ordain, and aboliſh Ceremonies 


or Rites of the Church, ordained only by 
„Man's Authority, ſo that all Things be done 


<« to edifying.” 


Hex, Sit, I hope you wilt allow, that we 
may find out a great deal which is not Popery 


„ 


wauhich is indeed the worſt Part of Popery.) 


Fon iſt, theſe Articles expreſsly declare, that 
it is not lawful for the Church to ordain any 
Thing (any Rite or Ceremony) that is contrary 
to God's Word written. Where it is evident, 
that the Phraſe, God's Word written was intro- 
duced, in order to guard againſt the Popiſh 
Claims of unwritten Traditions. Secondly, it 
is allowed, That Rites and Ceremonies need not 
be the ſame; or alike in all Places ;--<nay, that 
every particular national Church is inveſted with 
Power and Authority to change or aboliſh the 
fame, as Need ſhall require; which is another 


Blow at Papal univerſal Monarchy, and at the 
| nw Uniformity of the Church of Rome. 


And thirdly, that the Power of Legiſlation here 
allowed to be inherent in each particular Church, 
ought to be limited in the Exerciſe thereof, by 


the Conſideration, that the Rites or Ceremontes 
| to 
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to be ordained, or appointed, are for the Uſe of 
Edifying. Surely, Sir, this is not Popery ; or if 
it be, I fear we ſhall come to that Paſs at laſt, as 
to find out Popery in every Thing ;---than which 
Diſcovery the Proteftants could not do a greater 
Service to the Church of Rome. 


LEAvING therefore theſe Poſitions to maintain 
their own Ground againſt Popery,---let us now 
come to the grand Principle of all, viz. That the 
Church hath, or ought to have, a Power of ordaining 
or appointing Rites and Ceremonies in certain Caſes, 
and under certain Limitations. And will you, Sir, 
ſeriouſly affirm, That the Church ought not to be 
entruſted with any ſuch Power, even under any 
Modifications whatſoever ? Will you poſitively 
affirm, That Churchmen, neither in their col- 
lective Capacity, nor by their Repreſentatives, 
ought to be permitted to regulate and govern 
their own religious Aſſemblies ? Surely, Sir, you 
cannot ſay it. | 


Bur I beg Pardon: The Words Church and 
Churchmen may be ſo offenſive to the Ears of 
ſome Readers (though not to you) as to raiſe 
ſtrange Ideas in their Minds about the Abuſe 
and Miſapplication of Eccleſiaſtical Power: And 
then the Images of Maſſacres and Inquiſitions, 
Racks and Tortures, ftart up like ſo many 
ghaſtly Spectres before their Eyes. I will there- 

fore 
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fore ſuppreſs thoſe obnoxious Terms, and change 
the Scene: Nay, I will go farther, and take up 
the Matter on the moſt extenſive Plan. 


FiRs r therefore, I do maintain, that it is ef- 
ſential to all Societies whatever to regulate the Be- 
haviour of their own Members in ſuch Things as re- 
late to the Ends of their own Inſtitutions. This is 
my general Aſſertion: And I do not recolle& 
one ſingle Inſtance to the contrary. But if you, 
Sir, do, I entreat it as a Favour to communicate 
to me that extraordinary Caſe, together with the 
peculiar Circumſtances attending it, and the 
Conſequences flowing from it.---Indeed I allow, 
that. few Societies, if any, have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to lodge a Specific Claim to this general 
Right, in any Office of public Records. And 
for that very Reaſon, perhaps, it would have been 
full as well, if the Church of England had like- 
wiſe omitted her Claim ; as I ſhall ſhew more at 
large in another Place.---I will grant, I ſay, that 
the identical Words, THIS SOCIETY CLAIMS A 
'RIGHT TO REGULATE THE BEHAVIOUR OF ITS 
own MEMBERS IN 8Ucy THINGS AS RELATE To 
THE ENDS OF ITS OWN INSTITUTION, May not 
be found in jegible Characters, either on the 
Walls of the Club-Room, or in the Books of the 
Society, or in any public Records. But the Fact 
which J maintain is this, That the Power itſelf is 


univerſally underſtood to exiſt; and that it is im- 
plied 


3 
plied in the very Nature or Idea of Society itſelf: 
Nay, that every Society, or every Club, through- 
out the Univerſe, where Order and Regularity 
are preſerved, muſt actually make Uſe of it, 
when the Exigencies of the Caſe ſhall require. 


My ſecond Poſition is, That the more intereſt- 
ing and important the Ends of any Socicty are 
ſuppoſed to be, ſo much the more Care and Cau- 
tiou ought to be obſerved, that the Power in 
Queſtion be not abuſed or perverted from its 
original Defign. This Point I need not labour 
to prove; for herein I take for granted, we can- 
not widely differ. 


WHEREFORE, thirdly, by Way of additional 
Security to the Rights and Liberties of Mankind, 
I lay it down as an invariable Maxim, That thoſe 
Members who diſapprove of the Regulations 
which are approved of, or acquieſced in by the 
Majority, ſhould have full. Leave to depart peace- 
ably from this Society, and to join themſelves to 
Jome other, or to erect a new one, more agreeable 
to their own Conſciences. And here again, I am 
ſure of obtaining your full Conſent and Appro- 
bation. 


Tuznzronn, to apply theſe Maxims to the 
Caſe of religious Societies in general, and conſe- 
quently to the Church of England in 3 
as one of the Number; 


1ſt, 
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1ſt. LET it be obſerved, that the firſt obvious 
Circumſtance in aChriſtian Society, is the Day on 
which the Society eſteems itſelf more particularly 
obliged to afſemble together for the Purpoſes of 
ſocial Worſhip. This Day is moſt probably of 


Human Appointment; for it would beexceedingly 


difficult to prove, either that our Lord himſelf 
made the Change from Saturday to Sunday, or 
that the Apoſtles ever met together, after his 
Crucifixion, to conſult upon, or to eſtabliſh this 


Important Alteration, as an Ordinance for ever. 


And as to Texts of Scripture relating to this 
Point, where are they to be met with ? Name 
the Place, the Verſe, or Chapter, which contains 
ach an expreſs Injunttion, if you can.— The ut- 
maſt you can do, is to proceed by Way of Sup- 


poſition, or Implication : For as to any poſitive 


Repeal of the Jewiſh, or an Inſtitution of a 
Chriſtian Sabbath, in direct Terms, the Scriptures 
are ſilent about them: And yet what ſhall we ſay ? 
Or how ſhall we a&?---Is this Inſtitution to be 
therefore ſet aſide, becauſe it is deficient in a ſtrict 
ſcriptural Proof? I hope not. Nay I do moſt 
ſincerely with, that the Sabbath was better ob- 
ſerved than it is, both by Churchmen and Diſſen- 
ters: In which I perſuade myſelf, I have yu 
hearty Concurrence. 


2dly. ArrEx the Day, comes the Hour of the 
Day, as a ſecond Inſtance : For who can doubt, 
but 


* fa} Py — — wo* fc tends a 


— 
n 


1 
but that this is entirely of Human Appoint- 
ment? Who can ſuppoſe, but that every inde- 
pendent Society, nay every particular Congre- 
gation will, or at leaſt ought, to judge for them- 
ſelves in this particular, and to conſult their 


own Senne! ? 


| oats T * Place r holding the Affembly, 
3. e. the Room or Building, is a third Example 


of the ſame Kind. 


4thly. The Mode of eclebrinings! Divine Wars 
ſhip in that Place is a fourth: In Reference to 
which, it is natural for every independent Society 
to prefer and eſtabliſh that Form, that Order, 
or that Rotation of Forms and Orders, which 
they think the beſt, and fitteſt for fuch a ſolemn 
Purpoſe. And furely they would be N Saane 
able, if they acted otherwiſe. | 


' £5thly. The Habit or Dref of the 8 
or officiating Officer, is another Example of the 
Power and Influence of Human Inſtitutions. 
And a moſt important one it is, when conſidered 
in every View. Here therefore I obſerve with 
Pleaſure, that the Diſſenting Miniſters in gene- 
ral are a Pattern to many among us: And that 
tho* they object to our written Law, they are a 
Law unto themſelves. For they do not dreſs, as 
if they were -aſhamed of their holy Function; 

C which 
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1 
which ſome of our giddy, fooliſh, and "PO 
young Men are too apt to do. And as to their 


public Habiliments, the Cloak and Band, tho 


theſe are not the ſame altogether with ours ; yet 
they were evidently intended to diſcriminate the 
Performer, when officiating in his public Cha- 
rafter, from the ſame Man, acting only in his 
private Capacity. Now as theſe, and ſuch 
like Things, can have no Pretenſions whatever to 
a Divine Original, they are evidently human Rites 
and e and they muſt be conſidered as 
the mere Inventions of Men. 


Uron the whole, therefore, view the Matter 
in what Light you pleaſe ; and the Iſſue of the 
Argument will be much the ſame. Chriſt, you 
fay, is the ſole Legiſlator in his Church: Grant- 
ed: But Chriſt himſelf expects, that we ſhould 
uſe ourReaſon and our Judgments in underſtand- 
ing his Laws, and in applying his general In- 
ſtructions to particular Times and Circumſtances. 
In ſhort, we never conſult his Honour to better 
Purpoſe, we never ſhew ourſelves to be his faith- 
ful Followers, and loyal Subjects more effectually, 
than when we act agreeably to the Natures which 
he has given us, and to thoſe ſeveral Relations in 


which he has placed us. 


Bur ill I find, you are diſpoſed to EY 


« That tho' the modern Diſſenters are obliged 
to 
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« to uſe a few human Inſtitutions, as Helps or 
« Inſtruments in their preſent Situation, yet 
T they uſe the feweſt poſſible ; and as to what 
« they are obliged to uſe, they lay no Streſs 
« upon them, much leſs do they make them the 
« Terms of Chriſtian Communion ; which they 
« think we of the Church of TOY are guilty 
« of doing.“ 


Now, as to the Paucity of the Number of Hu- 
man Inventions introduced into the Affairs of 
Religion, that is a diſtin& Conſideration, which 
may be treated of by itſelf. But in regard to 
the general Doctrine and Poſition, I do aver, that 
in whatever Senſe the Church of England makes 
Rights-and Ceremonies the Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion, every diſſenting Congregation 
makes them the Terms of Communion in the 
ſame Senſe. 


To convince any Man of this, let us con- 
ceive the following Experiment to be made: Let 


a Number of Men be ſuppoſed to be met toge- 


ther, who being warmed with Zeal againſt mak- 
ing Rites and Ceremonies the Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion, are reſolved to bear their Teſti- 
mony againſt this Encroachment on Chriſtian 
Liberty, and to oppoſe it, wherever they can. Un- 
luckily they happen to be ſome of your own Flock, 
who having been animated by your Diſcourſes on 
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this Topic, are encouraged to apply to you, as toa 
Perſon the beſt diſpoſed to aſſiſt them in this good 
Work: And therefore propoſe to begin the Re. 
formation in your own Church. They firſt in- 
ſiſt, that the Day for the more ſolemn Perfor: 
mance of public Worſhip ought to be changed 
#awWw and then for ſome other Day; becauſe there 
is no certain Proof of the Divine Inſtitution of 
what we call the Lord's Day, to be drawn 
from Scripture.---Then the Hour of the Day 
muſt be altered likewiſe ;---then the Place of 
Meeting, --then the Mode of Worſhip,---and 
and laſtly the Habit or Dreſs of the Paſtor and 
Teacher himſelf muſt undergo what Metamor- 
phoſes they think beſt :--- And to crown theſe Ex- 
travagancies, they inſiſt, that they have a Right 
to interrupt the Service, and diſturb the Congre- 
gation, *till their Requeſt for the Reſtoration of 
this Chriſtian Liberty is granted to them. 


In ſuch a Situation, what would you do ?--- 
Grant them their Requeſt, I am fatisfied you 
would not: Indeed it is morally impoſſible that 
you ſhould; and therefore, if you could not per- 
ſuade them to deſiſt (and ſuch Sort of Men are 
not eaſily perſuaded) you and the ſober Part of 
your Congregation have but one Expedient left ; 
and that is to expel them, and to call upon the 
Civil Magiſtrate for Protection againſt their Vio- 
lence. Nor ſurely are you to be blamed for hav- 

ing 


( ex. 
ing had Recourſe to this laſt Expedient, when 
others failed. But then, be pleafed to obſerve, 
That the chief Error. of theſe Men conſiſted in 
their ſetting out on a wrong Principle, viz. That 
no human Inventions ought to be permitted to take 
Place in Matters of Religion ; which erroneous 
Principle ought therefore to have been rectified 


the firſt of all. 


Uron the whole, Sir, the Conſequence is un- 
avoidable, and the Church of England is juſtified 
in her Conduct, at leaſt in this Reſpect. For the 
Church of England hath undoubtedly a Right in 
common with all other Societies, and all other 
Churches, to regulate the Behaviour of her own 
Members, in ſuch Things as relate to the Ends 
of her own Inſtitution : And if you will ſtill per- 
fiſt in your Charge and Accuſation againſt us, you 
muſt at leaſt be obliged to withdraw your preſent 
Bill, and bring in another with capital Alterations 
and Amendments, 


WrzRErorE my 2d Poſition (Page 15) was, 
“ That the more intereſting and important the 
* Ends of any Society are ſuppoſed to be, ſo much 
* the more Care and Caution ought to be obſery- 
*« ed, that the Power of ordaining Rites and Cere- 
* monies be not perverted and abuſed.” And I 
ſubjoin this Maxim to the former with great Wil- 
lingneſs. For tho' the Power in Queſtion muſt 
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be allowed to be neceſſary in a certain Degree, 
and under proper Reſtrictions; yet I do moſt 
ingenuouſly acknowledge, that it is a Power very 
liable to Abuſe, and that unleſs it be vigilantly 
guarded, it tends to Corruption almoſt inſenſi- 
bly. The Church of England thinks and hopes, 
that ſhe has added thoſe Guards and Caution: 
which are neceſſary in this Reſpect; firſt by 
making a Proviſion, that no Ceremonies ſhould 
be ordained or allowed contrary to God's written 
Word ; and ſecondly, that thoſe which are al- 
lowed, ſhould tend to the Uſe of Edifying. And 
ſurely, if any Church has been ſo happy, as to 
keep the golden Mean between too many, and 


too few, between loading the Service of God 


with external Rites and Ceremonies on the one 
Extreme, and ſtripping it ſo bare on the other, 
as not to leave Room enough for bodily Obei- 
ſance, as well as for mental Contemplation, 
the Church of England may modeſtly put in her 
Claim in this reſpect. But, alas ! ſhe finds her- 
ſelf attacked on both Sides for this very Inſtance 


of Moderation. The Church of Rome accuſes 
her with having reformed ſo far, as not to leave 


Ceremonials enough for the publicWorſhip of Al- 
mighty God; whereas the diſſenting Church up- 
braids her with having ſtill retaineda great deal too 
many. By the by, a maderate, impartial Man, 
who is indifferent to all three, would be tempted 


from this very Circumſtance to conclude, That 
as 
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as ſhe doth not go into an Exceſs on either Side, 
ſhe has a fairer Chance than either of them, to be 


in the right. 


Bur let that paſs; our preſent Diſpute is not 
with the Papiſts, but with our Brethren, the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, who bring very heavy Accu- 
ſations againſt us for being Popiſhly affected: 
And yet, after all their loud Complaints, I think, 
this heavy Charge, as far as Rites and Ceremo- 


nies are concerned, terminates only in two Par- 
ticulars, viz. The Sign of the Croſs after the Ad- 


miniſtration of public Baptiſm ; and the A& of 


3 Kneeling during the Reception of the holy Sa- 


crament :---At leaſt no mention is made (to the 
beſt of my Remembrance) in a very * celebrated, 
and very able Performance of any other ſuper- 
ſtitious Rites and Ceremonies, but theſe two. 


Now, 
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* See Dr. Furneaux's Anſwer to Mr. Juſtice Blackfone. 
The Doctor in a Note accuſes the Church of England with 
making the Sign of the Croſs eſſential to the Celebration of 
Baptiſm. This, at leaſt, muſt be an inaccurate Way of 
ſpeaking : A Fault which Dr. Furneaux is as free from as moſt 
Men living. But indeed both the Inaccuracy itſelf, and the 
Doctrine contained, vi. that the Uſe of the Croſs is popi/h 
and ſuperſtitious, ſhould have paſſed unnoticed by me (as the 
Doctor knows) had not his Treatiſe received ſich a fignal 
Mark of Approbation from the Diſſenting Miniſters of the _ 
three Denominations. (See Dr. Kippis, P. 40, 2d Edition) 
Therefore it is this which makes the Hale Queſtion about the 
Power of decreeing Rites and Ceremonies, (a Power which 
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: Now, Sir, be pleaſed to take Notice, that! 
fay, The Sign of the Croſs after the Adminiſtra- 
tion of public Baptiſm : For this is truly and li. 
terally the Caſe, and not as the Objection is com- 
monly made; The Sign of the Croſs in or at Bap. 
tiſm. For there is no Sign uſed at all in or af 
private Baptiſmm; and as to public Baptiſm, it is 
not uſed in or during the Au of baptizing, but 
after the Act is complete and ended. Therefore 
it is impoſſible that the Church of England ſhould 


make the Sign of the Croſs to be neceſſary either 


to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, or to the Celebration 
of that Sacrathient;-—Not to the Sacrament itſelf, 
becauſe the ſacrimental Part is finiſhed, befor 
the Croſs is uſed; and not to the Celebration of 


the Sacrament, becauſe the Sacrament is fre- 


cjuently adminiſtered without any ſigning with 
the Croſs at all. However, uſed, I confeſs, it is 
during the Performance of Divine Service at that 
Ordinance; and therefore, as we are called upon 
to defend the Ufe,” it is incumbent on us to give: 
fatis factory Reaſon for the Inftitution, if we can. 
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every Society, and every Church, muſt ana vsidably exerciſe 
become again of ſome Importance. It is this which give 
Dignity to a Subject, which otherwiſe: appears to be a u 
infiguifirant one. For after all, and diſpute as long as you 
will, every Society upon Earth muſt be allowed the Power of 
decreeing or appointing as many Rites and Ceremonies, 
as are proper for the Ends of its Inſtitution: And none, that 
1 know of, contend for improper ones. e 
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cult Matter to do, if we ſeriouſly attend to the 
Circumſtances and Situation either of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, who introduced the Prac- 
tice,---or of the Reformers who retained it,---or 
of ourſelves who continue it. 


Taz Primitive Chriſtians were ridiculed and 
inſulted by the Gentiles for worſhipping a cruci- 
fied Malefactor, and for expecting Salvation 
from ſuch a Source. The orthodox Chriſtians 
did not attempt to conceal this Circumſtance of 
their Saviour's Crucifixion [as the | Jeſuits in 
China have been accuſed of doing] but on the 
contrary, they gloried in it: And therefore to 
ſhew/ more evidently to their Perſecutors, that 
they' were not aſhamed of the Croſs of Chriſt, 
they uſed it at Baptiſm, and at ſome other ſo- 
lemn Occaſions. In Fact, the Gentiles had re- 
quired them to do Sacrifice to their Gods by the 
Ceremony of taking a little Frankincenſe between 
Finger and Thumb, and throwing it into the 
Fire: This they refuſed to do, (tho immediate 
Death was often the Conſequence of ſuch Re- 
fuſal;) becauſe ſuch an Action was underſtood 
by both Parties to imply a Renunciation of 
Chriſtianity : Therefore they uſed the Sign of 
the Croſs by Way of a Counter-Ceremony, 
or as a contrary Token. And none were 
ſuppoſed to be either afraid, or aſhamed to uſe 
this Badge of their Chriſtian Profeſſion, but thoſe 
who were either open Apoſtates, or were begin- 
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ning to apoſtatize. Now, Sir, I cannot ſay; what 
our refined, modern, philoſophic, polite, en- 
lightened, free-thinking Chriſtians may judge of 
this Matrer ; but to me, who am a plain Man, and 
an old-faſhioned Chriſtian, the Motives of the 
primitive Chriſtians, for the Uſe of this Cere- 
mony, do not appear to be very bad ones: 


Acain, when our firſt; Reformers fhook of 
the Chains of Popery, they were accuſed by 
their Adverſaries, as intending to throw off all 
Regard to the Chriſtian Religion at the ſame 
Time. They denied the Charge; and therefore 
to prove openly to the World, by a ſenſible Evi- 
dence, that they till retained the Faith of Chriſt 
crucified, and that they were not aſhamed to con- 
feſs him before Men, they. ordained, That who- 
ſoever would: begin the public Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ſhould begin it with the Sign 
of the Croſs. But be pleaſed to obſerve, that in 
doing this, they took eſpecial Care to guard againſt 
any ſuperſtitious Notions of the ſuppoſed intrin- 
fic Virtue, Charm, or Power of this Ceremony; 
for they did not permit it to be uſed in private, 
where ſuperſtitious Practices might have crept in; 
but they ordained, that the Ceremony ſhould be 
uſed in the Preſence of the Congregation, to 
whom it was intended to be a public Evidence, 


that. the Perſon, who had been then baptized, 
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Was not aſhamed to confeſs the Faith of Chrift 
crucified; and that he would (by God's Grace) 
manfully fight under Chriſt's Banner againſt Sin, 
the World, and the Devil, and continue Chriſt's 
faithful Soldier and Servant unto his Life's End. 
[See the Baptiſm of thoſe of riper Years.| Now 
here again, whether our Reformers were juſtified 
in retaining the Sign of the Croſs on ſuch Mo- 
tives, and with ſuch Views, is a Queſtion which 
muſt be left to the impartial World to determine. 


WHEREFORE Zdly, let us come to our own 
Times; and by bringing the Objection home to 
ourſelves, let us attend to the full Force of it. 
« You continue the Practice of ſigning with the 
« Croſs, introduced by the Primitive Chriſtians, 
* and retained by the Reformers ; tho? you have 
<« not the ſame Plea to offer in your Juſtification, 
« which they had.” Granted. < Therefore the 
« Continuance of it muſt be at leaſt in you an In- 
* ſtance of Popery, and Superſtition.” Denied. 
We continue it as.a Ceremony good in its original, 
venerable for its Antiquity, innocent in itſelf, and 
religious in its Application. We aſcribe no Vir- 
tue whatever to it; and though we ourſelves have 

no Objections againſt retaining it, yet we are very 
ready to part with it, provided it ſhall appear, 
that the Abolition will be attended with more 


Good than Evil. We are ſo ſituated as to have, 


Or 
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or to think that we have, weak Brethren on either 
Side of us. . You on the one Hand demand the 
Abolition of it in very ſtrong Terms, and we 
wiſh to gratify you, though you do not give us 
the leaſt Encouragement to hope, that this will 
bring you nearer to a Reconciliation. On the 
other Hand, Numbers of our own People arc 
as ear eſt for retaining, as you can be for aboliſh- 
ing it. They ſay, that they conſider it as a very 
edifying Ceremony, and peculiarly proper to ex- 
preſs their Faith and Hope in a crucified Saviour; 
and that as this Doctrine begins now to grow out 
of Faſhion in the polite, new-enlightened World, 
they think they have a ſtronger Motive than 
uſual for ſhewing openly that they arenot aſhamed 
of the Croſs of Chriſt. Nay more, they ſuſpect 
that all this Profuſion of Zeal againſt an harmleſs 
indifferent Action, which in itſelf is nothing at 
all, muſt have ſome latent Meaning, which is not 
yet ripe for a Diſcovery. And they ſay they are 
confirmed in this Suſpicion, when they conſider 
the Tendency of many of thoſe Writings, which 
have appeared, and the Drift of thoſe Argu- 
ments, which have been urged for the aboliſh- 
ing Clerical Subſcriptions. They are convinced 
in their Conſciences, by putting Things toge- 
ther, that the real Scheme in Agitation is to re- 
duce the Goſpel of Chriſt into a Syſtem of mere 
natural Religion, or a Code of Morals; and 
therefore, as they conceive higher Ideas of C hriſt 
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Jeſus, than they do of Socrates, or of Confucius, 
or even of the higheſt Angel or Arch-Angel, that 
ever was, or can be created; they think they 
have a Right to declare this their Faith before 
Men, and to. publiſh to the World, that they 
will not deny the Lord that bought them, either 


by Word or Deed. 


Pzxnars, Sir, you will ſay, that all this is 
mere Prejudice, Miſtake, and Miſapprehenſion, 
Bigotry, Superſtition, or what you pleaſe. It 
may be ſo: But then, be pleaſed to conſider, 
that theſe Men ought to enjoy a Liberty of Con- 
ſcience (even ſuppoſing that their Conſciences 
are erroneous) as well as others: And that they 
ought not to be diſpoſſeſſed of that Church, of 
which they are actually in Poſſeſſion: Provided 
they leave to others the Right of ſeparating 
from them, if they are ſo minded. 


THEREFORE the whole Matter comes back 
again to that Point, from whence ve ſet 
out at Page 15 of this Treatiſe, viz. © That 
e thoſe Members (the Minority) who diſapprove 
< of the Regulations, which are approved of, or 
* acquieſced in, by the Majority, ought to have 
full Leave to depart peaceably from this reli- 
„ gious Society, and either to join themſelves 
to ſome other, or to erect a new one, accord- 
* ing to the Dictates of their own Conſciences.” 


Now, 
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Now, here, Sir, I moſt freely own, that our 
Reformers were much to blame. And there- 
fore, what was truly Popi/h in this Diſpute about 
Rites and Ceremonies, and what ought to have 
been the ſole Object of the Animadverſion both 
of Dr. Furneaux, and of yourſelf, was, not the 
Power in Queſtion, but the Monopoly of that 
Power,---a pretended excluſive Right in one 
Church, or in one Society, to the Exerciſe of a 
Power which equally belonged to all Societies 


_ whatſoever, and indeed to all Mankind. This, 


it muſt be confeſſed, was rank Popery. But, 
alas! who could throw the firſt Stone at the 
Papiſts on that Account? Not the Church of 
England I confeſs: And I am glad to find at Page 


23 of your Vindication, that you are ſo inge- 


Nuous as to make a like Confeſſion in regard to 
thoſe antient Diſſenters, called the Puritans. 


Let us therefore not diſſemble the Matter; but 


frankly acknowledge that there were Faults on 
both Sides, becaule it is very certain, that both 
Sides were equally in Fault. And it is a mean, 
and a di/honeſt Manceuvre. to load the one with 
Cenſures, and the other with Praiſes. If the pi- 
tiful Pretence, -that the Principles of Liberty 
were not then ſufficiently underſtood, were to be al- 
lowed to excuſe one Side, it muſt equally excuſe 
both : But if no Allowance of this Sort is to be 
made for the one, why then ſhould it be alledged 


with ſo much Pomp for the other? And yet.— 
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But I do not wiſh to EXAggerate 3 and therefore 
I forbear. The Truth is, both Parties reduced 
themſelves to that unhappy Dilemma, that they 
muſt perſecute in their own Defence; for they 
carried on a Kind of internecine War, in which 
no Quarter was to be given; ſo that whether a 
Laud, or a Prynne was uppermoſt, the Conſe- 
quence in Regard to Perſecution was Juſt the 
ſame. And, ſtrange as it is to tell, the Fact was 
really ſo, that there was not a Man of all the 
numerous Sects of Proteſtants, at their firſt Se- 
paration from the Church of Rome, who ſo far 
entered into the Spirit of the Reformation, or 


was ſo far conſiſtent with his own Principles, as 


to allow to others that Liberty which he claimed 


to himſelf: Not a Man who reaſoned after the 


following Manner, If I take the Liberty of ſe- 
<« parating from the Church of Rome, becauſe I 
judge her to be erroneous in regard to Faith, 

« or ſuperſtitious in reſpect to Practice, I ought 
<« to allow to others the ſame Right of ſeparating 
« trom me, or from my Church, on a like Per- 
« ſuaſion.” On the contrary, whilſt every Sect 
was exclaiming againſt Perſecution, when under- 
moſt, every Sect was meditating to perſecute in 
its Turn; and to wield the Sword of the Lord, 

and of Gideon, as ſoon as ever they ſhould acquire 
Strength to do it. 


You 


{ a ] 

' You, Sir, ſuppoſe that the Enpli/h Independent 
(page 23) were the firſt Perſons who found out 
the Right of Liberty of Conſcience. I am not 
diſpoſed to detract from my Countrymen the 
Honour of this Diſcovery : But I fear the Fact is 
far otherwiſe. I believe the Dutch were the firſt 
People who forbore to perſecute, by diſcovering 
that thoſe who could agree about buying and ſel- 
ling, need not cut one another's Throats about 
Points in Religion. Indeed the- Apologies of 
Epiſcopius at the Synod of Dort, and the Writ: 
ings of Grotius, might have given a Sanction to 
this mercantile Proceeding ; and might have en- 
abled thoſe who felt the Benefit of a Freedom of 
Trade, to give good Reaſons likewiſe for 
Liberty of Conſcience. But the Principle 
itſelf did not originate from Divines and Philo- 
ſophers, but from Tradeſmen and Mechanics; 
and mortifying as the Conſideration is, I fear it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the Idea of being a 
conſiſtent Proteſtant never entered into the Head 
of any Man for upwards of ſeventy Years after 
the Reformation. Happy ſhould I have been, 
if the Times would have permitted me to declare, 
that the Caſeat preſent is entirely altered. Happy 
could I have faid that every Proteſtant Society is 
now convinced of the Juſtice of extending that Li- 
berty, and thoſe Rights to others, not only in ſome, 
but in all Reſpects, which they claim themſelves. 


But alas ! the State of the Epiſcopal Church in 
America, 
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America, and the late Rejection of your very juft 
and reaſonable Requeſt to enjoy a fixt and legal 
Toleration, inſtead of a temporary and precarious 
Connivance, here in England, but too plainly 
prove, that both the Mother Country, and the 
* Colonies have that great Proteſtant Principle 
and Goſpel Leſſon yet to learn, of doing as they 
would be done by. 


I hope, Sir, you will forgive me, that I ds 
not now proceed to conſider the Caſe of kneeling 
at.the Holy Sacrament. But really I am afraid 
I have been too tedious already, and I am grown 
quite tired of the Diſpute, tho? I have at leaſt as 
much to ſay on this Subject as on the other. 
The Truth is, in my humble Opinion, this Con- 
troverſy about Rites and Ceremonies, as it ſub- 


— 


While I was writing this, I was informed, that an At- 
tempt will be made by ſome Perſons (who feel the Weight of 
this Reproach) to remove ſome Part of the Load, by intro- 
ducing a Bill for an Epiſcopate in Canada; but if the Terms 
of the Bill are according as they have been repre/ented to me, 
I much queſtion, whether the Author really meant, or wiſhed, 
it ſhould paſs. — At the moſt, the propoſed Remedy amounts 
only to this, that the Church of England may, ſome Time hence, 
find a little Relief in her own Caſe, provided ſhe will agree 
to the being made the IJaſtrument of penſecuting the Church of 
Rome, But ſurely Perſecution is Popery, and the worſt of 
Popery, come from what Quarter it may: And I will add, 
with the late excellent Lord Chancellor Hardwick, ſpeaking 
of ſume of the ſanguinary Laws of Jreland, againſt the 
Papiſts, God forbid, that we ſhould think of extirpating 
Popery by Popiſh Methods 
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* ſies of Faith: And yet it is not lawful for the 


(.34 ] 
ſiſts at preſent between the Church of England 
and the Diſſenters, is as idle and as triffling an 
Affair as ever engaged the Pens of learned Men, 
Kites and Ceremonies there muſt be of ſome Sort or 
other: Granted. —They ought to be few in Number, 
well choſen, and very proper: Granted alſo. —Thuſ: 
who do not approve of the preſent Set, ought to be 
at Liberty to chuſe others for themſelves: Granted 
again. And thus end all the learned Controver- 


ſies about Rites and Ceremonies. 


Wr are therefore now come to conſider your 
ſecond grand Objection againſt the Church of 
England, ---TyE CHURCH HATH AUTHORITY IN 


CoNTROVER SIES OF FaiTH! 


You did not enter into any Diſpute, whether 
theſe Words were an Interpolation or not; and 
you did wiſely : For the very Context requires, 
that either theſe, or others of a like Import, ſhould 
be placed at the Beginning of this Article; and 
therefore there is an internal Proof, as well as 
external ones, that the Paſſage itſelf is genuine, 
Now when thoſe Parts of this 20th Article, which 
relate to Rites and Ceremonies, are ſeparated 
from the preſent Subject (as I obſerved before 
they ought to have been) the Remainder will 


run thus : 


“Tur Church hath Authority in Controver- 
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„ 
c Church ſo to expound one Place of Scripture 
ce that it be repugnant to another: Wherefore 
« altho' the Church be a Witneſs and a Keeper 
« of Holy Writ; yet, beſides the ſame, ought it 
« not to enforce any Thing to be believed for 
« Neceſlity of Salvation.” 


Taxe therefore the Words as they ſtand, 
you pronounce Sentence of Condemnation againſt 
them in the following Strain. The Pretenſions 
eto ſuch a Power, and the actual Exerciſe of it, 
ce can never be maintained, but upon Principles 
« ſubverſive of genuine Proteſtantiſm : Until 
ce therefore theſe Principles be renounced, the 
« Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment will often ap- 
te pear weak and inconſiſtent Adverſaries of the 
Church of Rome.” Page 5, 2d Edit. 


HERR, Sir, are many Principles: And I hope 
you do not require us to renounce them all pro- 
miſcuouſly. For Example, you do not wiſh, 
that we ſhould renounce the Principle, that it is 
not lawful for the Church ſo to expound one Place 
of Scripture, that it may be repugnant to another. 
For this at leaſt is good Proteſtantiſm ; whatever 
becomes of the reſt: Again, you do not con- 
demn the Principle, hat the Church ought not to 
enforce any Thing to be believed for Neceſſity of Sal- 
vation, which is beſide [i. e. not to be found in] 
the Scripture. Surely, I ſay, you, as a zealous 

Proteſtant, 
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1356 ] 
Proteſtant, can have no Objection againſt our 
retaining this Clauſe, in direct Oppoſition to the 
Popiſh Claims of oral Traditions. Nor, thirdly, 
can you, I humbly hope, be much offended at 
the Expreſſion, that the Church is a Witneſs, and 
a Keeper of Holy Writ. For it is evident to com- 
mon Senſe, that the Reformers did not mean to 
aſſert, that the Church of England, or any other 
particular Church, excluſive of other Churches, 
was a Witneſs or a Keeper of the Word of God: 
But they evidently meant by the Expreſſion, the 
Church diffuſive or the Church univerſal; to 
whom ſor to which] in general (and not to the 
Church of Rome in particular) the Promiſe was 
made by Chriſt, that the Gates of Hell ſhould 
not prevail againſt it. Therefore the Conſe- 
quence is inevitable, viz. Either the Church 
Univerſal muſt be a Witneſs and a Keeper of the 
grand Charter of Chriſtian Salvation; or if there 
be none to keep the Scriptures, and none to bear 
Witneſs to the Truth of them, the Gates of 
Hell muſt neceſſarily prevail. | 
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Wr. then, weak and inronſiſtent as we the 
Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment are pronounced 
to be, it muſt be granted, that we hold ſome 
Doctrines not very favourable to the Growth of 
Popery, even by ſubſcribing to this obnoxious 
twentieth Article. | 
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“Bur you maintain in this twentieth Article 
« the Doctrine of Authority; which is a Popiſh 
« Doctrine! - Let us, good Sir, not diſpute 


about Words: We do acknowledge that the 
Church ought to be inveſted with ſome Kind of 
Authority. But with what Kind ? Is it that Kind 
which the Papiſts Claim? Or is it that which the 
Proteſtants allow, at leaſt in Practice, and which 
perhaps is neceſſary to the well being of Mankind? 
The Papiſts claim a blind Submiſſion to the Decrees 


or the Church in all Caſes whatſoever.---The 


Church of England claims a Deference to her 
Judgment in diſputable Points only (in Contro- 
verſies of Faith) but in no other Matters; and 
not even in theſe, if it ſhall appear that ſhe 
either expounds one Place of Scripture in Repug- 
nance to another; or if ſhe ſhould require any 
Thing to be believed as of Neceſſity to Salvation, 
which is not to be found in the ſaid Scriptures. 
Now, Sir, I beg Leave to conſtitute yourſelf the 
Judge in theſe Matters, whether theſe two Au- 
thorities (the ſame in Word) are the ſame in 
Senſe? And if they be not, what then becomes 


of this vehement Charge of Popery ?---There are 


but two Things, which either you, or the Aſſo- 
clation at the Feathers, can poſſibly reply to this 
Refutation. The 1ſt is, that we are guilty of a 
groſs Preyarication in not ſetting forth the Doc- 
trine of our Church in its true and genuine Light: 
For her Claims reſpecting Authority, are much 

greater 
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to which therefore we ſolemnly refer. 


4 
greater and more extenſive than we now fepre- 
ſent them: And the 2d, that granting even that 
we do not ſoften the Features, or hide the De- 
formity of this Popiſh Monſter, yet the Claim is 


- horrid and hideous at the beſt ; becauſe no human 


Authority, under any Modification, or in any 
Degree whatever, ought to be admitted in Di, 
putes about Religion. 


In reſpect to the firſt Accuſation, we have two 
Sorts of Evidences to produce : The firſt is, the 
expreſs Words of this very Article before quoted; 


- 


Axp the 2d,---ſuppoſing even, that a Doubt 
ſhould ariſe about the Senſe of any particular 
Paſſage in this Article, we further appeal to the 
co-temporary Writings of the Compilers of theſe 
Articles, by Way of Comment and Illuſtration, 
And by what Writings do you ſuppoſe we deſire 
to be tried ?---Not by the private Opinions of the 
Reformers (tho' they likewiſe are in our Favour 
as many as have eſcaped the Ravages of Time) 
but, a fortiori, by the public Acts and Monu- 
ments of the Church ; even by the Evidences of 
the Homilies themſelves; for the very firſt of them 
begins with a © fruitful Exhortation to the Read- 
«ing and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures ;* 
in which Homily our Reformers permit, nay 
CONJURE all the Members of the Church of 

England, 
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England, over and over, to read, and judge for 
themſelves. In the firſt Part of the Homily our 
Reformers give this pathetic Exhortation ;--- 
Let us reverently hear and read Holy Scrip- 


„ ture, which is the Food of the Soul: Let us 


« diligently ſearch for the Well of Life, in the 
« Books of the Old and New Teſtament, and 
« not run to the ſtinking Puddles of Men's Tra- 
editions (deviſed by Men's Imaginations) for 
« our Juſtification and Salvation. For in Holy 
« Scripture 1s fully contained what we ought to 
* do, and what to eſchew, what to believe, what to 
% love, and what to look for at God's Hand at 
“length. In theſe Books we ſhall find the Father from 
% hom, the Son to whom, and the Holy Ghoſt in whom, 
all Things have their Being, and keeping up; and 
* theſe three Perſons to be but one God, and one 
« Subſtance, In theſe Books we may learn to 
% know ourſelves, how vile and miſerable we 
* be, and alſo to know God, how good he is of 
« himſelf, and how he maketh * us, and all 
Creatures Partakers of his Goodneſs. We may 


1 — 


* Is this the Doctrine of Calviniſm? And do our Re- 
formers really here mean abſolute unconditional Election 
and Reprobation, by ſaying, that God maketh Us and ALI. 
Creatures Partakers of his Goodneſs ? but if they did not mean 
this, what elſe could they mean, but univerſal Redemption 
and univerſal Grace; that is, the putting us into a_/a/vable 
State, and then leaving it to our own Conduct, whether we 
ſhall be a@ually ſaved or not? See the Words of the Church 
Catechiſm to the ſame Effect. 


„learn 


E 
ce learn alſo in theſe Books to know God's Will 


„ and Pleaſure, as much as (for this preſent 


« Time) is convenient for us to know: And (as 
<« the great Clerk and godly Preacher St. John 
* Chry/oſtom ſaith) whatſoever is required to the 
& Salvation of Man, is fully contained in the 
<« Scripture of God.” 


AGcain, in the 2d Part of the Homily, the 
Author, after having cenſared the two frivolous 
Pretences which Men frequently offer to excuſe 
themſelves from reading the Scriptures, viz. the 
Danger of falling into Error through perſonal 
Ignorance; and 2dly, the like Danger thro' the 
intrinſic Difficulty and Hardneſs of the Book itſelf, 
tells his Readers in regard to the firſt, < If you 
te be afraid to fall into Error by reading of 
« Holy Scripture, I ſhall ſhew you how you may 
« read without Danger of Error. Read it 
« humbly, with a meek and lowly Heart, to the 
ce Intent you may glorify God, and not yourſelf 
% with the Knowledge of it; and read it not with- 
<« out daily praying to God, that he would direct 
« your Reading to good Effect; and take upon 
<« you to expound it no farther than you can plainly 
* underſtand it. Humility will only ſearch to 


know the Truth; it will ſearch, and bring to- 


ce gether one Place with another, and where it 
<« cannot find out the Meaning, it will pray; it 


& will aſk of others, that know, and will not raſhly 
and 
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ce and preſumptuouſly define any Thing which it 
« knoweth not. This I have ſaid, as touching 
ce the Fear to read, through Ignorance of the 
« Perſon. 


« And as concerning the Hardneſs of Scripture 
« (which was the 2d Excuſe) he that is ſo weak 
e that he is not able to brook ſtrong meat, yet he 
e may ſuck the ſweet and tender Milk, and defer 
« the reſt until he wax ſtronger, and come to 
« more Knowledge. For God receiveth the 
« learned and unlearned, and caſteth away none, 
« but is * INDIFFERENT TO ALL: And whoſo- 
c ever giveth his Mind to holy Scriptures, with 
« diligent Study, and burning Deſire, it cannot 
„be (with St. Chry/oſtom) that he ſhould be left 
« without Help: For either God Almighty will 
« ſend him ſome godly Doctor to teach him,---or 
« elſe, if we lack a learned Man to inſtruct and 
ce teach us, yet God himſelf from above will give 
« Light unto our Minds, and teach us thoſe 
« Things which are neceſſary for us, and wherein 
« we be ignorant.“ | 


* Here again, can a Calviniſt poſſibly ſubſcribe to this 
Doctrine, That God caſteth none away, but is indifferent unto. 
all, without ſome ſecret Diſtinction, and mental Reſervation ? 
He cannot. Let thoſe Points therefore be duly remembered, 
when we come to treat more particularly of the Doctrines 
of the Church regarding the quinquarticular Controverſy, 
in the 2d Letter, 5 i 
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& learn alſo in theſe Books to know God's Will 
and Pleaſure, as much as (for this preſent 
« Time) is convenient for us to know : And (as 
e the great Clerk and godly Preacher St. Join 
* Chry/oftom ſaith) whatſoever is required to the 
& Salvation of Man, is fully contained in the 
<« Scripture of God.” 


Acain, in the 2d Part of the Homily, the 
Author, after having cenſared the two frivolous 
Pretences which Men frequently offer to excuſe 
themſelves from reading the Scriptures, viz. the 
Danger of falling into Error through perſonal 
Ignorance; and 2dly, the like Danger thro” the 
intrinſic Difficulty and Hardneſs of the Book itſelf, 
tells his Readers in regard to the firſt, If you 
te be afraid to fall into Error by reading of 
« Holy Scripture, I ſhall ſhew you how you may 
« read without Danger of Error. Read it 
« humbly, with a meek and lowly Heart, to the 


Intent you may glorify God, and not yourſelf 


% with the Knowledge of it; and read it not with- 
<« out daily praying to God, that he would direct 
« your Reading to good Effect; and take upon 
<« you to expound it no farther than you can plainly 
* underſtand it. Humility will only ſearch to 
« know the Truth; it will ſearch, and bring to- 
ce gether one Place with another, and where it 
<« cannot find out the Meaning, it will pray; it 


<< will aſk of others, that know, and will not raſhly 
&« and 
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« and preſumptuouſly define any Thing which it 
« knoweth not. This I have faid, as touching 
« the Fear to read, through Ignorance of the 
« Perſon. 


« And as concerning the Hardneſs of Scripture 
« (which was the 2d Excuſe) he that is ſo weak 
e that he is not able to brook ſtrong meat, yet he 
“may ſuck the ſweet and tender Milk, and defer 
« the reſt until he wax ſtronger, and come to 
« more Knowledge. For God receiveth the 
« learned and unlearned, and caſteth away none, 
« but is * INDIFFERENT TO ALL: And whoſo- 
« ever giveth his Mind to holy Scriptures, with 
« diligent Study, and burning Deſire, it cannot 


be (with St. Chryſeſtom) that he ſhould be left 


cc without Help: For either God Almighty will 
« ſend him ſome godly Doctor to teach him,---or 
« elſe, if we lack a learned Man to inſtruct and 
ce teach us, yet God himſelf from above will give 
« Light unto our Minds, and teach us thoſe 
ce Things which are zeceſſary for us, and wherein 
« we be ignorant.“ OE 


* Here again, can a Calviniſt poſſibly ſubſcribe to this 
Doctrine, That God caſteth none away, but is indifferent unto. 
all, without ſome ſecret Diſtinction, and mental Reſervation ? 
He cannot. Let thoſe Points therefore be duly remembered, 
_ _— a9 to Wee more particularly oft the Doctrines 
of the Church regarding the quinquarticular Controverſy.” 
F Now, 
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Now, Sir, how do you underſtand this long 
Quotation? Doth it abridge the Right of private 
Judgment? Doth it command us to obey with- 
out Examination, and to ſubmit implicitly to 
the Deciſions of the Church? On the contrary, 
doth it not plainly ſay, that every Man ought 
firſt to read and judge for himſelf ;---and Zhen, 
but not before, if he find any Difficulty which 
he cannot ſolve, either on Account of his own 
Ignorance, or the Hardneſs of the Place; then 
it is his Duty to have Recourſe to others, who 
know better than himſelf, to ſome godly Doctor, 
or learned Man for further Inſtruction. And if 
this is to be branded with the Name of Popery, 
I declare myſelf to have been a Papiſt all my Life. 
If this is to be conſidered as an arrogant Infringe- 
ment of the Uſe of Reaſon, or the Exerciſe of 
private Judgment, I know not, I confeſs, what 
the Uſe of the one, and the Exerciſe of the 


bother, really means. 


Bur you have one Poſt more ſtill to retire to, 
which you ſeem to think to be /o impregnable, 
that you can aſſail us at Pleaſure from it, without 
expoſing yourſelf to any Danger. The Poſt | 
mean is, That SrRONG Hop, that Human 
Authority in every Degree, and under every 
Modification ought to be totally diſclaimed in 
et Diſputes or Controverſies about Religion.” 
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Herr, Sir, you beſt can explain, how it 
came to pals, that in this very Treatiſe againſt 
Human Authority, you have availed yourſelf ſo 
frequently of the Authority of Great Men, when 
favourable to your Cauſe. For at Page 44 of 
your ſecond Edition, I read theſe Words, * Mr. 
« Tocke's admirable Letters on Toleration.--- 
« The /olid and manly Reaſonings of Dr. Calamy. 
It is an undoubted Fact, that Mr. LOCKE, 
approved of his Argument. Biſhop Headley 
appears to be exlightened by his Method of 
% Reaſoning.” Now, Sir, as you have men- 
tioned the Names of theſe three great and re- 
ſpectable Men; give me Leave to aſk, with what 
View, to what End, or Purpoſe did you mention 


them? Undoubtedly to do Honour to your 


Cauſe. And you did right. But then you ought 
not to have objected to a like Conduct in us? 
You ought not to have made uſe of Human 
Authority at all, when it makes for you ; if you 
will not allow of the ſame Liberty of uſing it, 
when it happens to make againſt you, 


HOwE VER, this I urge only by the by, as an 
Argumentum ad Hominem; and merely to ſhew 
what a Breach you yourſelf have made in your 


own Strong-hold : For I do not reſt the Merits 


of my Cauſe on ſuch a Foundation. Therefore 
I paſs on now to a general Propoſition, which is 


this,---That under the Reſtrictions and Limita- 


tions 
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before mentioned, viz. That Human (or if you 
pleaſe Church) Authority ought never. to be 
appealed to, but in diſputable Points, doubtful 
Caſes, or Controverſies of Faith; and that it 
ſhould not be admitted even then, if it pretended 
to expound one Place of Scripture in Oppoſition 
to another; or if it required any Thing to be be- 
lieved as of Neceſſity to Salvation, which is not 
to be found in the holy Scriptures : I ſay, the 
Uſe of the Authority, thus confined and reſtrain- 
ed, is not only vindicable in the Church of 
England, but muſt be admiſſible into every Church 
upon Earth. This, Sir, is my general Aſſertion, 
and if I am wrong, the following Method, will, 


I hope, be allowed by you, by Dr. Furneaux, and 


by every Gentleman (of the Arminian Perſuaſion) 
who voted him Thanks April 16, 1771, to be a 
very impartial and a very expeditious Manner of 
detecting my Miſtake. Put the Caſe [A Caſe 
which I dare believe has often been the Fa#] 
That you (in common with your Brethren, the 
other Diſſenting Clergy) had been frequently 
exhorting the People committed to your Care, 
to ſtudy the Holy Scriptures, and ſeriouſly to 
meditate upon them : and for their greater En- 
couragement in this good Work, you had given 
them to underſtand, that you would aſſiſt them in 
the beſt Manner you were able; cautioning them 
at the ſame Time not to rely too much on your 
Judgment ; For that you had no Power to inter- 
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I 45 J 
pret one Part of Scripture in Contradiction to 
another; neither had you any Right to require 
them to believe any Thing as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, which is not contained in the Word of God. 


In Conſequence of theſe pious Exhortations 
and good Directions, one of your own Flock ap- 
plies to you for the Aſſiſtance you had promiſed, 
This Difficulty ariſes, not from the awful Myſ- 
tery of the Trinity, or the Incarnation, nor yet 
from the important Doctrine of Chriſt's Atone- 
ment, his propitiatory Sacrifice, and Redemption: 
For as to all theſe Points, I know what /ome Mo- 
derns would ſay to a doubting Conſcience on ſuch 
Occaſions :---But this Man's peculiar Difficulty 
ariſes from St. Paul's Deſcription of the Carnal 
Man, ſold under Sin, in his 7th Chapter to the 
Romans; a Difficulty, which J have been called 
upon to ſolve more than once; and which, I be- 
lieve, moſt Miniſters of the Goſpel of any Stand- 
ing or Experience, have had Occaſion to explain. 
The Queriſt therefore wiſnes to know, Whether 
St. Paul ſpoke theſe Words of himſelf, and in 
his own Perſon, as they ſeem at firſt Reading to 
imply ;---or under the borrowed Character of a 
very wicked unregenerate Man? For having read 
the Comments of ſeveral of the old Puritans on 
this Paſſage, he finds that they all, with the Aſ- 
ſembly of the VWeſtminſter Divines at the Head of 
them, agree in maintaining, that St. Paul was 
: deſcribing 


E 1 
deſcribing his own State of Mind, and the De. 
pravity of his own perſonal Character, at the very 
Time he was inditing this Epiſtle.---Whereas he 
(the Queriſt) hath heard ſeveral Diſcourſes from 
you, which aſſert quite the contrary,---expreſling 
your Surprize and Indignation, that any one 
ſhould maintain, that St. Paul could be a be- 
loved Child of God, and yet ſuch an abominable 
Slave to Sin, and Servant of the Devil at the 
ſame Time. Nay, I will ſuppoſe, that you have 
frequently declared in your Sermons, that what- 
ever Tenet tends to weaken the Obligations to 
Repentance and a Reformation of Life, and 
either directly, or in its Conſequences, lulls the 
Sinner into a falſe Hope, and a fatal Security, 
is an unſound Doctrine, and ought to be rejected 
as unſcriptural by every ſound Believer. There- 
fore after having read this 7th Chapter over and 
over, and being diſtracted by theſe contradictory 
Expoſitions, and not able of himſelf to determine 
which 1s the true one ;---he applies at laſt to his 
approved Paſtor for a Solution of the Difficulty by 
a perſonal Conference. Now, Sir, if you ſhould 
not be able to remove his Doubts, and ſatisfy his 
Scruples, what would you propoſe to do? You 
would not, I hope, adviſe him to remain in a 
State of Scepticiſm, and abſolute Suſpenſe, in a 
Point of ſo much Importance to all the Duties of 
common Life, and daily Practice. Much leſs 


would you give your Conſent, that he ſhould 
live 
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18 
live and act as if the Expoſition of the antient 
Puritans was the Meaning of the Apoſtle; as if 
the Habit of Regeneration, and the Habit of Sin 

were both compatible. You have therefore but 
one Courſe to take, which is this: To tell him, 
that in all dubious Caſes, where Religion and 
Morality are concerned, * he ought to rely on 
the Judgment of his approved Teacher, if he 
can form none of his own : That you do not de- 
fire him to reſign up his Conſcience to your Di- 
rection; but that if he is unable to direct it him- 
ſelf, it ought to be directed in a Caſe of ſuch 
Importance as the preſent, by ſome one or other; 
and that in his Situation, while he remains a Part 


_ 


Perhaps a cavilling Objector might attempt to retort 
the Argument by ſaying, that if this be true, it is a two- 
edged Sword, which cuts both Ways: For if an Arminian 
Expoſitor hath a Right to expect an Acquieſcence to his 


judgment in dubious Caſes, and where the Mind is balancing, 
= : Calvinift, for the ſame Reaſon, and in the ſame Circum- 


ſtance, may expect a like Submiſſion. Be it ſo; for the 
Abuſe of a Thing is no Argument at all againſt the Uſe of 
it, With the Tongue bad Men curſe one another; and yet 
the ſame Inſtrument ought to be uſed to bleſs God even the 


Father. But indeed the 2oth Article hath put in a Guard 


againſt ſuch a Miſapplication, as far as human Prudence can 


1 foreſee and direct. The Guard I mean is, that no human 


Authority ſhould be admiſſible, in any Caſe, where it attempts 
to expound one Place of Scripture in Oppoſition to another, 
or where it requires any Thing to be believed as of Neceſſity 
to Salvation, which is not proveable from Scripture. In ſhort, 
Guides and Inſtructors have often miſled, and will miſlead 
again : But no Man from hence infers, that Guides and In- 


ſtructors ought never to be truſted, or are not at any Time 
neceſſary. 
of 
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of your Charge, you have the beſt Claim to his 
Deference and Regard. Now, Sir, what is this 
but putting in your Claim to Authority in dubious 
and diſputable Points, i. e. in Controverſies of 
Faith? Or if you do not chuſe to uſe the Word 
Authority, againſt which you have expreſſed ſuch 
an unconquerable Abhorrence, what other Name 
will you give it? For as to the Thing itſelf, it is 
as clear as the Noon-day Sun. Your Queriſt's 
Mind was balancing between oppoſite Opinions: 
He could not determine for himſelf either Way. 
What was it therefore which did determine him 
at laſt? Authority alone : For the Weight of your 
Authority (be it more or leſs) turned the Scale; 
nor can any one juſtly blame your Conduct in 
this Reſpect: On the contrary it ought to be 
much commended, becauſe you did the beſt, in- 
deed the only Thing which the Nature of the 
Caſe would reaſonably admit. Nay, I will go 
farther, and aſſert in general, that in all Caſes 
whatever, where the Individual is in a doubting 
State, and thinks, that much may be ſaid on both 
Sides, it is natural, I had almoſt ſaid it is neceſ- 
ſary, for him to ſuffer himſelf to be guided by 
thoſe of whom he has the beſt Opinion; that is, 
by Authority. It is indeed on this ſingle Prin- 
ciple that moſt of the Affairs of human Life 
are carried on. For this Reaſon we conſult 
Lawyers, we adviſe with Phyſicians, we aſk the 


Opinion of thoſe of whoſe Judgment and Ve- 
racity 
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racity we entertain a high Veneration; and we, 
many Times, truſt our moſt important Concerns 
to the Birection of others, ſometimes even of 
Strangers, merely becauſe of their good Cha- 
rater. In ſhort, in ſuch Caſes, where we think 
our own Skill and Knowledge to be incapable of 
directing us, what elſe can we do? And what 
better Courſe would you adviſe us to take ?--- 
We may be deceived it is true; Lawyers, Phy- 
ficians, and others, as well as Prieſts, or Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters, may prove mere Impoſtors and 
falſe Guides. But what then ? Ir is ſurely better 
in many Caſes, where we cannot judge for our- 
ſelves, to have /ome Guide, even with the 
Chance of being ſometimes led aſtray, than to 


have no Guide at all. 


Tars Argument, Sir, being familiar, ſtrong, 
and clear,---therefore appears to me to be deci- 
five ; but if it ſhould not have the ſame Effect on 
you, I will endeavour to exhibit a Kind of nega- 
tive Evidence of the ſame Thing; an Evidence, 
wherein both you and I are equally concerned, 
and which may cauſe you to ſee the Affair in a 
new, and a very ſtriking Point of View, by il- 
luſtrating in what Inſtances mere Authority 
ought xor to take Place.---I had aſſerted, that in 
dubious Caſes it is natural, if not neceſſary, for 
the Perſon in Suſpenſe to aſk Advice, and to rely 
at laſt on ſome Authority or other. And, gene- 
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rally fpeaking, the Authority the moſt proper 


to rely upon, whether in Church or State, is that 


of our Superiors. But what if a Caſe ſhould 
happen, wherein our own Judgments evidently 
claſh with the Judgments of thoſe above us ?--. 
Wherein we have not the leaſt Doubt of the 
Fruth or Falſhood of the Propoſition,---the Rec- 
titude or Obliquity of the Action? In ſuch a 
Caſe as this, it is eaſy to determine, that mere 
Authority ought to be ſuperſeded ; becauſe Au- 
thority, as ſuch, can have no Place againſt Con. 


viction. Now this is the very Caſe both with 


you and me in regard to your late Petition of- 
fered to Parliament, and rejected in the Upper 
Houſe by a large Majority both of Peers and 
Biſhops. The Peers are undoubtedly your Su- 
periors, as well as mine: And their Lordſhips 
the Biſhops are my immediate Superintendents. 
But tho' I would do every Thing, that ſhould 
imply Deference, Submiſſion, and Reſpect in all 
plain Caſes, and even in all dubious ones; yet in 
ſuch a Caſe as this I muſt beg to be excuſed: 
And where I am fully convinced, that 1 have 
Truth, yea moſt important Truths on my Side, 
my Motto, I hope, ſhall ever be, Mais amica 


VERITAS. Mr. Mauduit, yourſelf, and the Au- 


thor of that maſterly Performance, An Enquiry 
into the Principles of Toleration, have ſhewn, with 
a Strength of Argument not ta be withſtood, 


that the Rejection of this Petition was incon- 
ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the Rules of Humanity and J uſtice, | 


with the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion in 
general, and of conſiſtent Proteſtantiſm in par- 
ticular: And I likewiſe in my Turn am fully 
perſuaded, I ſhall be able to prove, that it was 
equally repugnant to found Policy, and to the 
peculiar Intereſt of the Church of England ;--- 
and at the preſent Juncture, moſt anhappily ill- 
timed. 


HoweveR, as their Lordſhips the Biſhops are 
Men of like Paſſions with ourſelves, one Cir- 
cumſtance ought to be mentioned in Extenuation 
of human Frailty. Too many eminent Writers 
among the Diſſenters have of late given the Cler- 
gy in general anneceſſary Provocation. Had 
their Lordſhips interfered in the Years 1719 and 
1720 [See your Vindication pages g1---37] 
when the Difſenting Miniſters were engaged in 
warm Diſputes among themſelves ſimilar to the 
preſent among us, and on the very ſame Sub- 
jects ;---had the Biſhops, I ſay, interfered in thoſe 
Contentions, not as Peace-makers, but as Fomentors 


of the Quarrel, I appeal to yourſelf, what you 


would have thought of ſuch a Conduct. Why 
then have you made yourſelves Parties and Prin- 
cipals in our domeſtic Diſputes? And is this 
doing as you would be done by ?---You yourſelf 
allow that your Cauſe is totally diſtinct from that 
of the Petitioners ; and moſt undoubtedly it is. 

For 
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For whether our Articles had been Calviniſtical, 
or Arminian; whether Trinitarian, Arian, or 
Socinian; or whether indeed we had no Articles 
at all, and you choſe to have Articles and Creeds 
of your own making; ſtill you had an equal 
Right to ſeparate from us, if your Conſciences did 
not- permit you to join in religious Worſhip with us, 
and to demand the Benefit of a legal Toleration. 
Be pleaſed therefore to take Notice, that what I 
have undertaken to anſwer, is only the former 
Part of your Vindication, where you certainly 
ſtept out of your Way: For as to the latter Part, 
where you are defending your own Cauſe; and 
not the Cauſe of the Petitioners, and wherever 
you do not deviate from your Subject, it is excel- 
lent, it is unanſwerable. 


THEREFORE, in regard to this latter Part, give 
me Leave to return you public Thanks for your 
Information concerning the Opinion which the 
Diſſenting Clergy had long entertained of the 
Toleration Act, before their late Application to 
Parliament; and more particularly for the Ac- 
count you have given [Pages 14---16] * That 
ce it was not only the Wiſh, but the Deſign of 
& Many Diſſenting Miniſters to embrace the firſt 
<« favourable Opportunity of attempting to get 
% a Deliverance from the Burthen of Subſcrip- 
<« tion.” Would you believe it, Sir! Incredible 


as it may ſeem, a moſt abſurd and ridiculous 
Story 
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Story has been propagated, that the Diſſenters 
had never dreamt of applying to Parliament, had 
not the Dean of Glocgſter rouſed them from their 
lethargic Inſenſibility, by wiſhing them Suaceſs in 
Caſe they ſhould apply.---Not that I think my 
Conduct needed any Apology, had I really done 


8 what is imputed to me; for I hope, I ſhall never 


be aſhamed of appearing as a Friend to, and an 
Advocate for, reaſonable and conſiſtent Liberty. 
And furely the Diſfenting Miniſters who openly 
declare, that they are not Members of the eſta- 


3 | | Dliſhed Church, and who thereby deprive theme 


felves of its Emoluments and Preferments, are 


3 | upon a very different Footing from other Men; 
from thoſe eſpecially, who having ſolemnly en- 
gaged in its Defence, and accepted its Rewards; 


yet are indefatigable in plotting its Ruin and De- 


1 ſtruction. Surely, I ſay, if there is ſueh a Thing 
as a Diſtinction between Right and Wrong, there 


ought to be a Difference in the Treatment to be 


deed, had the above obnoxious half Line been 
expunged out of my Apology, the Caſe would 
not have been much mended: For there is not a 
ſingle Paragraph to be found in the whole Per- 
formance, but either directly, or by plain Impli- 
cation, ſpeaks aloud for Liberty of Conſcience, 
and the Rights of private Judgment. In ſhort, 
L neither can, nor I truſt ever will, attempt to 

defend 
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defend the Proteſtant Church of England on any 


other than on Proteſtant Ground. And I ſhould 


be glad to ſee what Sort of Work thoſe Cham- 


ions would make of it, who fancy they can main- 
tain her Cauſe, or ſupport her Credit, on the 
Principles of Intolerance and Perſecution. 


Bur to return: On a Review of the whole 


Matter, I cannot avoid giving my Opinion, that 


your Charge of Weakneſs and Inconfiſtency againit 
the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment, is not well 
grounded; and I am almoſt perſuaded, that were 
you to reconſider the Caſe, together with all the 
Circumſtances attending it, you would be more 


diſpoſed to retract, than to perſiſt in your Accu- 


fation. In- the Infancy of the Reformation in 
Germany (for that was the Country in which the 
Scene of all theſe Things were originally laid; 
and England at that Time was little more than 
an Echo repeating the Sound of the Continent) 
I ſay, in the Infancy of the Reformation, whillt 
the Reformers were employed in pulling down, 
and before they had Time to build up ; one of 
the moſt popular and plauſible Objections of the 
Papiſts againſt their Proceedings was this: That 
<« the Principles and Practices of theſe pretended 


% Reformers were inconſiſtent with the very Ex- 
cc jſtence of the viſible Church of Chriſt ; that 


« the viſible Church muſt be inveſted with a 


Power to preſcribe an external Mode of Wor- 
« ſhip 
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W 2:rpetuo manſura fit. 
Membrorum Chriſti, hoc eſt Sanctorum qui vere credunt et 
obediunt Chriſto; etſi in hae Vita huic Congregationi multi 
mali et Hypocritæ admixti ſunt, uſque ad noviſſimum Ju- 
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« ſhip to all its Members, i. e. to ordain Rites 
« and Ceremonies; againſt the Exerciſe of which 
« Power the Proteſtants had raiſed the moſt tra- 
« gical Exclamations : Moreover, that the viſible 
« Church muſt have an Authority ſufficient to di- 
« rect the Conſciences, and regulate the Faith of 
« the Chriſtian World; againſt which Authority 
« Luther and his Aſſociates were in open Re- 
« bellion. And therefore, were ſuch wicked 
« Doctrines and ſacrilegious Attempts as theſe to 
« ſucceed, the Conſequence would be, that the 
« viſible Church of Chriſt muſt be annihilated ; 
« ſo that there would be no Witneſs and Keeper 
« of God's Word remaining upon Earth; and 
« the Gates of Hell would neceſſarily prevail 


= < againſt her.” | 


THz Reformers, as ſoon as ever a fit Oppor- 


tunity preſented, took due Care to explain them- 
ſelves on theſe Heads. They firſt defined what 


they conceived a viſible Church of Chriſt to be :--- 


A Tranſlation of which Definition, about 30 
= | Years afterwards, was almoſt literally given in the 
=_ﬀXZ 19th Article of our Church, viz. * « The viſi- 


<« ble 


* Item docent (Proteſtantes) quod una ſana Eccleſia 
Eſt aut Eccleſia Chriſti Congregatio 


dicium 
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_ three firſt of his Anſwers to the Bavarian Queſtions 1559 
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« faithful Men, in the which the pure Word of 
God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly 
« adminiſtred, according to Chriſt's Ordinance, 
< in all thoſe Things that of Neceſſity are re- 
* quiſite to the ſame.” And after they had de-. 
ſcribed what a viſible Church was, they proceeded 
to aſſert, that ſuch a Church, wherever it exiſt- 
ed, was, in common with other viſible Churches, 
a Witneſs and a Keeper of Holy Writ :---And 
conſequently, if it perſevered in this Faith, that 
it muſt be viſible to the End of the World. In 
the mean Time, and during the Term of its Ex- 
iſtence, it had a Right to appoint a Mode of 
Worſhip, and to regulate the external Behaviour 


of its own Members in all neceſſary Matters; — 
Nay farther, it had a Right to influence the 
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dicium. Habet autem Eccleſia propriè diQa, ſigna ſus, 
ſcilicet puram et ſanam Evangelii Doctrinam, et rectun 
uſum Sacramentorum. Et ad veram Unitatem Eceleſia 
ſatis eſt con/entire de Doctrind Ewangelii, et Adminiſtratione ba- 
eramentorum, Nec neceſſe eft ubigue familes efjſe Traditiones hi- Wl 
manas, ſeu Ritus ab Hominibus inſtitutot. [N. B. The Be. 
inning of our 34th Article is a literal Tranſlation of this Wl 
Clauſe, wiz. It is not neceſſary that Traditions and 
Ceremonies be in all Places one, and utterly alike.] ve 
the Augſburg Confeſſion preſented to the Emperor 1 Th bw 
Article 7. And the ſame Confeſſion enlarged, from wick Wl 
the above Quotation is taken, preſented to the Emperor a 
Worms 1540.---Alſo, Melancthon's Apology for both Con- 
feſſions ;---Item. his Saxonic Confeſſion 1551 ;---and tht Wl 


with innumerable other Places in his Works. 
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1 
Judgments of private Chriſtians in their Doubts 
and Difficulties reſpecting diſputable, or contro- 
vertible Points of Faith. Theſe were the gene- 
ral Aſſertions of the Proteſtants, in order to ob- 
viate the Calumnies, and to wipe off the Re- 
proaches of their Adverſaries. But be pleaſed, 
Sir, to obſerve, that theſe Aſſertions were ex- 
ceedingly limited, if compared with the Popiſh 
Claims. And it is further obſervable, that the 
Proteſtants ſtill added other Reſtrictious by Way 
of Caution againſt Abuſe. For they added, that 
no Rite or Ceremony, no Mode or Form of 
Worſhip whatever was to be retained, or appoint- 
ed, if contrary to the written Word of God ;--- 
by which Clauſe the Engliſi Reformers more eſ- 
pecially meant to aboliſh the Celebration of the 
Maſs, and the idolatrous Elevation of the Hoſt : 


Nay, as to thoſe Modes of Worſhip, thoſe Rites 


and Ceremonies which are zot expreſsly contrary 
to God's written Word; yet, if they did not 
tend to Chriſtian Edification; ſuch likewiſe were 
to have no Place in a Proteſtant Eſtabliſhment :--- 
* By which ſingle Clauſe thouſands of Proceſſions, 
Geſticulations, and other ſuperſtitious Fooleries 
of the Church of Rome were to be cut off, and 


+ 


If the Engl; Reader hath a Mind to ſee a Catalogue of 
the groſſeſt of theſe ſuperſtitious Practices, he may find it re- 
corded in the 3d Part of the Homily on Good Works: The 
Learned Reader may conſult Era/mus, Luther, and Melduc- 
hon on the ſame Subjects. 
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aboliſhed for ever. And laſtly, when they 
aſcribed to the Church an Authority in diſputable 
Points, or in Controverſies of Faith, they took 
Care to ſubjoin, that this Authority ſhould not 
extend to the expounding one Paſſage of Scrip- 
ture in Contradiction to another; nor to the re- 
quiring the Belief of any Article, as neceſſary to 
Salvation, which 1s not to be found in the written 
Word of God : By which Means they totally ex- 
cluded the Deciſions of the Schoolmen, the 
Papal Decretals, and the Doctrines of the Ca- 
noniſts relative to the Power of the Pope, and 
many other ſuch like Matters. 


Now here again I muſt be free to declare, 
that if this be Popery, I do not underſtand what 
Proteſtantiſm is. I fee as evidently as the 
Noon-day Sun, that the Proteſtants were under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of acknowledging the Ex- 
iſtence of a viſible Church, the. es and 
Keeper of God's holy Word; and that lis 
Church muſt be inveſted with ſuch Powers as 
were neceſſary for its own Preſervation. ] ſee, 
I ſay, that the Germanic Proteſtants were under 
a Neceſſity, in their Situation, of doing this; 
otherwiſe their Adverſaries in Diſputation would 
have obtained a ture Victory, and an eaſy Tri- 
umph; and they themſ-Ives would have afforded 
a ſpecious Pretence both to the Pope, and to the 
Zmperor, to have armed all Chriſtendom againſt 
them. But if you, Sir, are pleaſed to think 
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otherwiſe; if you chuſe to ſay, that the Chriſtian 
Church differs from all other Societies, in being 
deſtitute of thoſe Powers which are neceſſary for 
its Exiſtence and Preſervation, I will not deny 
your Right of private Judgment. But I would 
not adviſe you to attack a ſubtile Jeſuit, or a 
ſhrewd Popiſh Diſputant, with ſuch Kind of 
Weapons; leſt he ſhould prove, that, in order 
to be conſiſtent, you mult either return into the 
Boſom of Mother-Church, or confeſs that there 
is no Church of Chriſt now extant. The antient 
Proteſtants ſaw this dreadful Dilemma ; and 
very judiciouſly avoided it by obſerving the 
happy Medium between both Extremes. 


HowEvER, if the Conceſſion can be of any 
Service to you, one Thing I will allow, viz. That 
the Englih Proteſtants, who, in the Reign of 
Edward the 6th had the Government on their 
Side, were not under ſuch an ab/o/ute Neceſſity 
of making thoſe expreſs Declarations in Favour 
of a viſible Church, and its neceſſary Powers, 
as the Germanic Proteſtants were. For the 
Reformation in Germany was, at firſt, begun by 
the lower Ranks of People; whoſe Principles 
and Proceedings were theretore tlie more liable 
to be fuſpected, and required an Explanation: 
Nay, even at the laſt, when Electors, Princes, 
and Imperial Cities joined them, it behoved 
them to be as much upon their Guard as ever; 
con- 
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C01 
conſidering that that they had ſuch a Man as the 
Emperor Charles V. to deal with; a Man, 
from whoſe vaſt Power, and perſonal Bravery, 
from whoſe Wiles and Cunning, and pretended 
Zeal for Religion, they had every Thing to fear, 
if they had given him the leaſt Advantage. Nay 
more, if the Eugliſi Proteſtants had leſs Need 
than the German, I will advance one Step farther, 
and grant alſo that the preſent Church of England 
hath ſtill leſs Occaſion than our Forefathers, to 
make the above Declaration concerning Church- 
Power, and Church- Authority. And therefore, as 
we have nowa viſible Church, regularly eſtabliſhed 
(may it always ſo continue) I will grant, that in 
the preſent happy State of Things, this 20th 
Article, in common with ſeveral others, is be- 
come in a Manner, or for the moſt Part, /uper- 
fluous. Suppole therefore, that at the next Re- 
view, whenever that ſhall happen, this 20th 
Article was totally aboliſhed :---Not for the Rea- 
ſons you aſſign :---Not by Way of diſclaiming or 
renouncing fach Powers, but becauſe there is no 
urgent Neceſſity for claiming them :---Not be- 
cauſe the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſhment might 
appear to the World /e/s weak, or more conſiſtent 
thereby; but becauſe theſe Miniſters, in Pity to 
the Frailty of their weak diſſenting Brethren, 
would condeſcend to remove an harmleſs Thing 
out of their Way, at which they have very fre- 
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poſe therefore, I ſay, that this 20th Article was 
totally aboliſhed ;---And then what would be 
the Conſequence ? Juſt nothing at all. For 
Things would go on in the very ſame Courſe they 
do now : Not one Ceremony would be retrenched 
merely on that Account : Nor would the Defe- 
rence to be paid to the Judgments of the eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy in dubious and diſputable Matters, 
by their reſpective Congregations, be at all the 
leſs. In ſhort, the Neceſſity of preſerving De- 
cency and Order both in your Church, and in 
ours, muſt be acknowledged, call the Exerciſe 
of that Power by what Name you pleaſe: And 
the Uſe of Guides and Interpreters, of Teachers 
and Paſtors (i. e. the Uſe of Authority, properly 
underſtood) cannot be diſpenſed with, or diſcon- 
tinued, whilſt there remains a Church upon 
Earth. About what then have we been ſo long 
diſputing? About Words; about different 
Sounds; when perhaps there was little, or no 
Difference in what we meant, when properly ex- 
plained. | 


Bur as you ſeemed ſo deſirous of diſcovering 
the Seeds of Popery lurking in the original Con- 
ſtitution of our Church, I will not altogether 
diſappoint you in that Reſpect. Popery un- 
doubtedly there was, tho* what you objected to 
as ſuch, was really and truly Antipapal. The 
Popery conſiſted in that very abſurd and per- 

nicious 


FE 
nicious Maxim, univerſally .embraced by every 
Proteſtant State at firſt, viz. That all the Mem. 
bers of the ſame State, ought, on that very Ac- 
count, to become the Members of the ſame 
Church. They ſaw very plainly, that there could 
be no ſuch Thing as a legal Toleration granted 
to any Subjects whatever, to live in an open Vio- 
lation of the Laws of their Country. And 
this is very true in a civil Senſe, where civil Obe- 
dience, where Matters of Right and Property, 
and the Protection of Life and Liberty are the 
only Objects of co-ercive Law. But they un- 
happily carried the Principle too far, by extend- 
ing it to the Duties of Religion, and Matters of 
Conſcience. They conſidered Non- Conformity 
to the external Mode of public Worſhip, and 
Non- Conformity to the civil Laws of a Country, 
as one and the ſame Thing: And therefore they 
puniſhed both Actions on the ſame Principle. 
This it muſt be confeſſed was genuine Popery; 
becauſe it was turning over the Schiſmatic, or the 
Heretic to be puniſhed by the civil Magiſtrate, 
Whereas, as the Author of the Inquiry into 
the Principles of Toleration excellently obſerves, 
* « All who can give good Security to the Go- 
ce yernment under which they live, and to the 
« Community to which they belong, for the 
c“ Performance of the Duties of good Subjects 
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« and good Citizens, have an undoubted Claim 
« to it, and cannot with any juſt Reaſon be de- 
« prived of it. It is not Error, but Injury to 
« the State, or to the Individuals which are under 
« the Care of it, which juſtifies the Animadver- 
« ſions of the Magiſtrate ; and all to whom this 
« cannot be juſtly imputed, are Objects of his 
« Protection.” 


Now, Sir, will you ſay, that the antient Pu- 
ritans reaſoned after this ſenſible, humane, and 
Judicious Manner? You cannot fay it; for the 
Fact is againſt you; and therefore in this Re- 
ſpect it is certainly true, that both Churchmen 
and Diſſenters were formerly Papiſts alike Tan 
us therefore not reproach one another for the 


Miſconduct of our Forefathers ; yea rather, as 
7 


we have abundantly more Light than they had 

0 | 3% to ſhew that we are really beitinne 
ildren of Light, by reforming wh 

in both Parties. ; wan 


Ir is indeed wonderful to obſerve, how nearl 
our Proteſtant Anceſtors approached to tha 
Truth, without actually diſcovering it. The : 
came within Sight of Toleration, and yet could 


not ſee | 
1 ee it. It appears by theſe very Articles, the 


3 and 34th ſo often quoted, that they rea- 
wo on the Principles of Toleration and Liberty 
onſcience juſtly enough, when they inſerted 
the 


* 


1 64 J 
the aforementioned Guards and Cautions for the 
Limitation of Church Authority, and Church 
Power. Nay, it further appears from the 34th 
Article, that they ſaw clearly, that each national 
Church had a Right to judge for itſelf, both as 
to Points of Doctrine, and as to Modes of public 
Worſhip. And they do not drop the leaſt Hint, 
that it was juſtifiable for the ſtronger Nation to 
compelthe weaker to adopt its Doctrines and Opi- 
nions, or to conform to its Rites and Ceremonies, 
So far therefore we may obſerve, that they rea- 
ſoned fairly and conſiſtently ; for they allowed 
that each State, or Civil Society, acting as an In- 
dividual, had a full Right to enjoy its own pri- 
vate Judgment and Liberty of Conſcience, again 
the Pretenſions of other States, or other Indivi- 

duals. How then came it to pals, that they did 
not adopt the ſame Train of Reaſoning with re- 
gard to the Diſſenters within the ſame State, or 
Nation? It is hard to account for this ſurpriſing 
Phenomenon, this groſs Inconſiſtency in the hu- 
man Mind. It could not be, that the Proteſtants 
then thought (what Hobbs pretended to think in 
later Times) that the Prince had a Right to com- 
pel his Subjects to conform to his own Religion: 
for if that had been the Caſe, why ſo many Out 
cries againſt the Perſecutions of the Roman Em- 
perors of old, or of Heury the 8th, and of Quee! 
Mary in their own Times? Nor yet could they 


(the Reformers) ſeriouſly maintain, that the Care al 
| Ortho- 
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5 
Orthodoxy, and of true Religion devolved: to 
the Magiſtrate in ſuch a rigorous Senſe, as to 
give him a Right to uſe coercive Powers over 
the Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes of his Sub- 
jets, in order to promote the Good of their 
Souls :---For this is in Fact ſaying the ſame 
Thing, only with more Detours and Circumvo- 
Jutions :---And yet ſome lurking faiſe Principle 
of this Sort muſt have given their Minds a moſt 
unhappy Biaſs, and have cauſed them to have 
deviated into that ſtrange and contradictory 
Conduct, which was ſo univerſally purſued by 
the firſt Proteſtants reſpecting Perſecution. 


for the 
Church 
he 34th 
national 
both as 
f public 
{t Hint, 
ation to 
and Opi- 
emonies. 
hey rea- 

allowed 
as an In- 
own pri- 
>, againſt 
r Indivi- 

they did 
with re- 
State, ot 
urpriſing 
n the hu- 
roteſtants Wl 
think in 2 
t to com- 
Religion: 
any Out 


Taz Magiſtrate hath undoubtedly a Right to 
encourage that Syſtem of Religion, which he eſ- 
teems the moſt orthodox, and the beſt : Becauſe 
every Individual has the ſame Right. But the 
Magiſtrate can have no Right, either in his pub- 
Jic, or in his private Capacity, to perſecute the 
Followers of any other Syſtem, provided they keep 
the Peace of Society, and offend not againſt good 
Morals. In one Word, to reward is one Thing, 
to puniſi is another; Premiums may win, but 
Penalties ought not to compel ; and Matters of 
Favour muſt ever be acknowledged to be of a 


man Em- 4 different Nature from Matters of Right. This 
of Queen 4 Diſtinction is certainly the Line, which ought 
uld ther always to be drawn in theſe Caſes. And I will 


venture to add, that whoſoever deviates from 
it either to the right Hand or to the left, will 
1 find 
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find that he is running into endleſs Difficulties; 
and that, were he to purſue his Syſtem through 
all its Conſequences, he would be led into, not 
only * Abſurdities, but very horrid Crimes. 


Now, Sir, from what hath been faid both in this 


Place, and in ſeveral other Parts of this Epiſtle, 


you plainly ſee, that I do not hold forth the 
National Church, as a Model of all Perfection; 
and yet I moſt ſincerely declare, that according 
to the moſt impartial Judgment which I can 
form, I do not know a better, nor any one þþ 
good. But penetrated, as I am with this Per. 
ſuaſion, I am ſtill as willing, that others ſhould 
think differently, as I am ions of thinking for 
myſelf. And therefore with theſe Sentiments [ 
beg Leave to aſſure you, that I have the Honour 


to be, 
Reverend and worthy Sir, 
Your affeftionate Brother, 


And moſt obedient humble Servant, 


* Joslan Tuck, 


1772. 


ulties I 


rough ä 

to, not =N 

rimes. © 

uin this a 

Epiſtle, e TT Dn 

2th the SECOND LETTER 

fection ; 1 O | 

cording Wl | 

a I can Bl The Reverend Dr. KIPPIS, 

his Per. lerein the Queſtion is diſcuſſed, whether 

s ſhould BB he Engliſh Reformers in the Reign of 

king - 1 Edward VI. intended to eftabhſh the Doc- 

on riese Predeſtination, Redemption, Grace, 

W I Tuſtification, and Perſeverance, in the Cal- 
3 viniſtical Senſe, as the Doctrines of the 
=_— Curch ef England. 
[- Reyerend Sir, 

5-100, Ml CR OUR Situation and mine are whim- 
7 ſically odd in relation to the preſent 

JCKER, if Diſpute abour Articles and Subſcrip- 
: 2 tions. You declare againſt admit- 
2 ting any Authority at all in Matters 


of Faith or Opinion; and yet you aſcribe a great 
deal (in my humble Judgment a great deal too 
much) to che Author of the Confeſſional: Nay, 


you 
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you go farther, and ſcruple not to declare, that 
the moſt celebrated [Arminian] Writers muſt 
ever bow to a Toplady, or a Bowman ;---the lateſt 
who have wrote on the Calviniſtical Side of the 
Queſtion. Surely this was carrying your Defe- 
rence to the Performance of theſe Gentlemen 
rather too far; ſeeing it was impoſſible for you to 
know what Reply the Arminians were able to 


make, or what they had to ſay in their own Vin- 


dication. 


I, on the contrary, preſume to ſuppoſe, That 
where other Arguments are equal, the Weight 
of Authority alone ought to turn the Scale; and 
this Maxim I venture to apply to all Caſes what- 
ſoever in Church or State, and to all Arts, Sciences, 
and Profeſſions. Yet Sir, I will wave this Pri- 
vilege at preſent: For tho” I write in Favour of 
preſent Poſſeſſion, and have the Majority on my 
Side, I aſk for no Indulgence; I deſire no De- 
ference to be paid me on that Account: For if! 
cannot produce ſuch Arguments, as will both in 
Weight and Number, evidently turn the Scale 
againſt theſe unanſwerable Gentlemen, I ſhall 
give up the Caule for loſt, and hope for no Al. 


lowance from the mere Argument of Authority. 


THEREFORE, in proſecuting the Inquiry now 
before us, I ſhall beg Leave to propoſe a Method, 


which appears to me the moſt unexceptionabk, 
and 


7 — pp as 


R422 
„ that and the moſt impartial that can be deviſed; 
muſt e and which, I hope, even you will allow to 
> lateſt be a good and fair one; tho? it doth not come 
of the recommended by the Sanction or Authority ei- 
Defe. ther of a Dr. Blackburn, a Mr. Toplady, or a 
tlemen . Mr. Bowman. The Method is this: Firſt to 
you to ſtctate the Principles and Opinions of the Doctors 
able to f | of the Church of Rome juſt at, or before, the 
in Vin- 1 | breaking out of the Reformation: 2dly, to give 
an Account of the Doctrines and Tenets of the 
Ws fir Reformers, by obſerving how far they con- 
„ That AW curred with the Church of Rome, and wherein 
\Weight they differed; alſo upon what Motives or 
e; and Reaſons theſe Differences were grounded: And 
s what- chen 3dly, I ſhall particularly apply this Method 
ciences, towards inveſtigating the Doctrines of the firſt 
his Pri- KReformers of the Church of England relative to 

our of the Calviniſtical Controverſy. 

on my Wil | 
no De- Tae quinquarticular Controverſy, (ſo called 
For if! from the five Points of Predeſtination, Redemp- 
both in tion, Grace, Juſtification, and Perſeverance) being 
ne Scale inſeparably linked together, is generally ſuppoſed 
I ſhall to have acquired that Name much about the 
r no Al. 4 Time of holding the Synod at Dort. And in- 
thority. 45 deed it is very probable, that the Appellation 
could not be of a more antient Date; becauſe 
airy nov che Connection throughout all theſe five Points 
Method, was not perceived at the Beginning of the Refor- 
tionable, WF mation, much leſs in Times ſtill more remote; as I | 
and 3 ſhall have Occaſion to ſhew more than once in the 
I Courſe 
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Courſe of this Letter. However, it is very cer- 
tain, that Sr. Auguſtin in his Zeal againſt the Pe- 
lagians, and the Semi- Pelagians, laid down the 
following Poſitions; and got ſeveral of them to 
be eſtabliſhed as fundamental Doctrines by r 
and Councils. 


« Thgar Adam was the fœderal Head and 
Repreſentative of the whole human Race: 

That by his Fall a total Depravity was ſpread 
over human Nature: That the mental Powers 
were ſo debilitated and corrupted by this Ca- 
taſtrophe, as to render the Will not only alto- 
gether inſufficient to attain any Thing that is 
good, but allo exceedingly prone to Evil :--- 
That Divine Grace alone muſt give the Will 


a Sufficiency of Power and Strength firſt to 


overcome this Propenſity to Evil, and then 
to attain to Goodneſs of Heart and Holineſs 
of Life :---But that God had decreed not to 
impart this ſufficient and ſaving Grace to all 
Men in general, but only to a ſelect few, whom 
he had predeſtinated to Salvation :---That the 


reſt of Mankind muſt therefore inevitably 
periſh :---That Baptiſm is the ordinary Means 


of conveying this ſufficient and ſalutary Grace: 
---Not that all who are baptized are to be 
reckoned to be of the Number of the Elect, 
and predeſtinated to Glory ;---but that never- 


theleſs Baptiſm is the * appointed Mode of 
« waſhing 


Su 
Aug! 
preſe 
ture 
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done 


R 
away original 3 that therefore al bap- 
tiſed Infants, who die before committing ac- 
tual Sin, are therefore ſaved ;---but that all 
other Infants, dying without the Pale of the 
Church, of Courſe muſt be damned :---Con- 
ſequently, a fortiori, there can be no Salya- 
tion for the Adults of the Gentile World; be- 
cauſe they have both original, and actual Sins 
to anſwer for; and becauſe their very Virtues 
© are not properly good Works, but a Kind of 
Shining Sins, being wrought without Faith in. 
Chriſt the Redeemer, and without the Ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier.“ 


Sven were the Doctrines of the great Sf. 
Auguſtin : Of which I ſhall ſay nothing more at 
preſent, but that they ſeem to be a ſtrange Mix- 


ture of Truth and Falſhood; and that the Author 
of them never could keep himſelf from running 
into Extremes ; one while, in his Warmth againſt 
the Manechean Syſtem, aſcribing too little to the 
general Corruption in human Nature, which all 
Men, even the Heathen World, have both ſeen 
and lamented ;---and at another Time, while 
pleading againſt Pelagius and his Followers, 
aſcribing ſo much, as to deſtroy the Liberty of 


human . and to introduce abſolute F ate 
and Neceſſity. 


Taz Semi-pelagians, if their Adverſaries had 
done Juſtice to their Notions, might have cor- 
rected 


B 
rected many of theſe dangerous Poſitions. Theit 
Principles led them to keep a middle Way be- 
tween both Extremes; and it is very probable, 
that if great Pains had not been taken to ſuppreſs 
their Writings, to cavil at, and miſrepreſent them, 
they would have handed down their Opinions 
and their Syſtem much after the following Man- 
ner: 


« TyaT whether Adam was our Federal 
Head, or not, is a Point not ſufficiently re- 
% vealed in Scripture : But that human Nature 
<« 15 not at preſent the ſame Thing which it was, 
„ when it came originally out of the Hands of 
its gracious Creator, is a melancholy Truth, 
<« which Reaſon ſtrongly ſuggeſts, and Seripture 
« plainly teſtifies. That the Introduction of 
* Evil into the World is aſcribed in Scripture 
c to the Fall of Man; but that the ſame Scrip- 
<« tures as plainly declare, That if by one Man's 
«© Difobedience many were made Sinners, by the 
Obedience of one Man many were made righ- 
« teous; and that in ſhort, whatever Injuries 
« Mankind received by the Fall, theſe were com- 
<« penſated by the Reſtoration which they re- 
« ceived in Chriſt Jeſus; conſequently, that by 
“ Virtue of the iner reſtoring Grace, and of 


„ the cuz/ward Atonement, all Mankind are 


« put into a Capacity of fleeing from the Wrath 


to come; and that no Man can now juſtly ſay, 
« that 
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ce that he is loſt, but thro? his own, proper, per- 
« ſonal Miſconduct.” 


Tux Semi Pelagians might alſo have obſerved, 
that with regard to God's general moral Govern- 
ment, this muſt extend over the higheſt Orders 
of Angels and Arch-Angels, as well as over the 
inferior Parts of the moral and rational Creation : 
That conſequently the Government of Man is 
only a Province within this great moral Em- 
pire: And that the Government of Chriſtians is 
ſtill a more peculiar Diſtrict within this Pro- 
vince.---That as the Holy Scriptures have not 
been explicit in declaring the Mode or Manner 
of God's dealing with the Heathen World in a 
future State, either as to Rewards, or Puniſh- 

ments; it becomes us to be the more reſerved in 
our Conjectures: And that all which we can 
advance, with any Degree of Certainty, is this, 
That the Judge of all the Earth will, at the laſt, 
do right ; nay, that he will ſhew Mercy and Com- 
paſſion in all Caſes whatſoever, where his Rec- 
titude and Wiſdom, and the Honour and In- 
tereſt of his Government will permit Mercy and 
Compaſſion to be ſhewn. That the Rewards 
(whatever they ſhall be) which he will beſtow on 
thoſe Gentiles, who not having a [written] Law, 
have yet been a Law unto themſelves, will be as 
much the Reſult of Chriſt's Merits, as the Re- 
wards of the moſt orthodox Chriſtian ; becauſe 
K Chriſt 
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Chriſt is in Fact the Saviour of all Men, though 


more eſpecially of thoſe that believe. I 

AnD in reſpect to the Chriſtian World, as this = 

Diſtri& is encloſed (if one may fo ſpeak) within 'S 

the Limits of a particular Charter, neither the ble, 

Privileges, nor the Penalties belonging to it, can 2 

be the ſame with thoſe that are common to the oy 

. reſt of Mankind. For were this the Caſe, it the 

would be no Incloſure, no diſtinct Society, or the 

Corporation at all. Therefore it is reaſonable to - 

conclude, that the Felicity of the good, and way 

the Miſery of the wicked Chriſtian, will be of Cr 

a diſtinct Species from that Happineſs, or Woe, Tt 

which ſhall attend the virtuous, or vicious. Lives dir 

| of thoſe who live without the Pale of the Chriſ- 1 

| tian Church. ny 

| BuT as to Merit of any Sort, neither the = 

l Chriſtian, nor Gentile can have the leaſt Preten- Kin 
| ſions to it. For every Idea of Recompence, 

| whether covenanted, or uncovenanted, muſt at | 

i laſt be reſolved into the pure Munificence and as 

| free Gift of Almighty God through Jeſus Chriſ 158 

our Lord. Indeed a Maſter on Earth may want Goa 

| the Attendance and Aſſiſtance of a good and 3 
| uſeful Servant; and therefore ſuch a Servant 

; hath a juſt Right to plead the Merit of his good 1 85 

Works in order to demand a Recompence. But . 

our heavenly Maſter doth not ſtand in Need of uſele 


the 
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the Help of any of his Creatures in any Reſpect 

whatever. Conſequently it muſt follow in this 

Senſe; That the moſt perfe& Service of the 

higheſt Angel muſt be judged to be“ anprofits- 

blz. Again, a Monarch here below cannot main- 

rain himſelf on his Throne without the Loyalty 
and Obedience of his faithful Subjects. And 

therefore ſuch Subjects have a juſt Claim to 
the Honours, Favours, and Privileges which 
their Princes have to beſtow. But the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords is under no ſuch Ob- 
ligation to his Subjects: For were the whole 
Creation to prove Rebels and Traitors ;---his 
Throne would not be ſhaken, nor even his Power 
diminiſhed, by their Conſpiracies or Rebellions. 
And therefore in this Senſe again it muſt like- 
wiſe follow, that the Loyalty of the very beſt of 
his Subjects is unprofitable, if conſidered as add- 
ing Security to his Throne, or Strength to his 
Kingdom, 


THEREFORE from theſe Premiſes it muſt fol- 


low, that the Worth, or Dignity, or Excellence 


of good Works 1s to be derived from ſome purer 
Source, than that of real or intrinſic Merit. Faith 
and good Works are undoubtedly profitable to 


2 


— 


The original Term Acvacs a% (1s literally ſignifies an 
uſeleſs Servant, | 


Our- 
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ourſelves, but not to God. We want them on 


our own Account; but he doth not on his. They 
are a neceſſary. Qualification on our Parts; be. 
cauſe we are unfit for the Poſt aſſigned us, and 
for the high Calling purchaſed for us hy Chriſt 
Jeius, unleſs we have them. For a wicked Man 
is every Way unqualified, for the Enjoyment of 
Heaven. 


It is indeed a difficult Thing to illuſtrate this 
Matter in all its Branches, becauſe we have no- 
thing ſimilar to it in our Dealings one with ano- 
ther, with which it may be compared. And yet 


ſuch a Caſe may be ſtated, as will evidently prove 


the Neceſſity of good Works, previous to our Ac- 
ceptance with God, without allowing them to be 
the meritorious Cauſe of our Acceptance. The 
Holy Scriptures often uſe the Term Adoption: 
And as this Idea was borrowed from civil Tranſ- 


actions, frequent in thoſe Times, the Meaning 


may be ſuppoſed to be, that a rich Perſon ad- 
mitted a poor one into his Houſhold or Family, 
in order to make him his Son and Heir, as ſoon 
as he ſhould be qualified for that high Station. 


Suppoſe therefore, that ſome great Perſonage, at 


the earneſt Interceſſion of his boſom Friend, not 
only pardoned two miſerable Wretches, who had 
grievouſly offended him, but alſo offered to 
make them Co-heirs in his Family Eſtate, as ſoon 
as they ſhould attain to a Capacity of enjoying ba 
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1 
To this End they are both ſent to a Place of 


Education; and have proper Inſtructors, with 
all poſſible Aſſiſtances provided for them. One 
of the two makes no Progreſs; but turns a deaf 
Ear to all good Advice, ſpurning at his Bene- 
factor, and ridiculing the Benefits obtained for 
him by his Advocate or Interceſſor. Whereas 
the other is juſt the reverſe, and makes ſuch 
grateful Advancements in the requiſite Qualifi- 
cations, as will enable him to take Poſſeſſion of 
the intended Inheritance with Propriety and Re- 
putation. The former of theſe undoubtedly 
hath great Demerit; and therefore deſerves the 
more exemplary Puniſhment, in' Proportion to 
the Blackneſs of his Ingratitude. But ſurely it 
doth not follow from hence, that the good Be- 


haviour of the latter is meritorious towards his 


Benefactor, and his Interceſſor, whoſe Bounty and 
Munificence cannot be eclipſed, or ſuperſeded, or 
even in any Degree diminiſhed in Value by his 
making a good Uſe of the Favours conferred 
upon him ; for their Gift is a Gift ſtill *: And 
it would be a moſt prepoſterous Way of reaſon- 
ing to infer, that his Obligations towards them 
decreaſed in Proportion as he became ſenſible of 
the Favours and Bleſſings he received from them. 


* 


n 
— 


* See my Sermon, Salvation by Grace is the Gift of God, 
lately * 


Tnus 


„„ 

Tus it is in regard to earthly Things. But 
the Caſe is ſtill ſtronger in Reſpect to God: For 
in him we live, move, and have our Being, both 
in a ſpiritual and a natural Senſe. His enabling, 
and aſſiſting Grace are beyond the Power of 
the moſt generous of Mortals to beſtow on their 
Inferiors. And the Benefits of Redemption and 
Atonement are as much ſuperior to the Gifts of 
earthly Benefactors as Creator is to Creature. 
From all which therefore the Concluſion is irre- 
fragably ſtrong, that there can be no Merit 
either in our Faith, or our good Works ſeparately, 
or in both conjunctly; tho? they are the neceſſary 
Conditions of our Acceptance here, and the in- 
diſpenſable Preparatives for Heaven hereafter. 


I do not ſay, Sir, that the Semi- pelagians al- 
ways reaſoned after this Manner. But I do aver, 
that they might have drawn out their Creed, or 
their Syſtem, very conſiſtently to this Effect: 
And that their fundamental Principles of the 
Neceſſity both of preventing [preceding] and 
aſſiſting Grace, and of the Co-operation of the 
Will with both, would naturally lead them to 
theſe Concluſions, had they been left at Liberty 
to follow the Dictates of their own Conſciences. 


Bur, alas! the Zealot Str. Auguſtin was too 
intent on Victory and Perſecution to reliſh any 


Opinions but his own. *Tis true, both he and 
| | Proſper 
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Proſper gave better Words to the Semi-pelagians, 
while they retained ſome Hopes of making Con- 
verts of them, than they did to the Pelagigus; 
as * Cardinal Noris himſelf is forced to acknow- 
ledge. But when theſe Hopes failed, after the 
Death of St. Auguſtin, we find, that the ſofteſt 
Appellation which Proſper could beſtow upon 
them was, Calumniatores, Lupos occultos, Hypo- 
critas. And Fact it is, that Sr. Auguſtin and his 
Followers, for the beſt Part of two Centuries, 
cauſed Synod after Synod and Council after 
Council to be held, in order to extirpate both 
the Pelagian, and Semi-pelagian Hereſy, Root and 
Branch ; fo that nothing might remain to be be- 
lieved in the Chriſtian Church, but his own novel 
Doctrine of abſolute Decrees, and irreſiſtible 
Grace, And indeed hardly any Thing beſides 


See Nor;/ii Hiftoria Pelag ana, Lib. 2, Cap. 5. There 
is ſome ſmall Variation between the Hiftoria Pelagiana of 
Cardinal Noris, and that of the learned Veſius: With which 
Difference it is not neceſſary to trouble the Reader, Suffice 
it to obſerve two Things; 1ſt. They both agree, that the 
Principles of abſolute, unconditional Predeſtination, and of 
the Irreſiſtibility of Divine Grace were eſtabliſhed in a Vari- 
ety of Synods and Councils (Yofrus recizons up fifteen in all;) 
and the contrary Doctrines were condemned, as impious and 
heretical : 2dly. That Sz. Augu/iin's Poſitions were allowed 
by his warmeſt Defenders at that very Time to be little better 
than Novelties, if compared with the Writings of the more 
antient Fathers, eſpecially of the Greet Church. For r 
were all of the Semi-pelagian Caſt. In ſhort, no Body be- 
fore St. Auguſtin ever dreamed, that all unbaptized Infants, 


and the whole Heathen world, were to be conſigned to Hell, 
and the Devil, 
did 


[ 80 ] 
did remain: For we ſcarce hear of any other 
Doctrine being taught in the Weſtern Church 
for ſeveral Centuries. Nay, when Peter Lom. 
bard in the 12th Century compoſed, or rather 
collected, his Summa Sententiarum, he grafted 
St. Auguſtin's Notions into his Body of Divinity, 
forming them into Queſtions for ſcholaſtic Diſ- 
putations, and then pronouncing definitive Sen- 
tences on each Diſpute, as the Magiſter Senten- 
tiarum, or Moderator of the Diſpute between 
Reſpondent and Opponent. This Eſtabliſhment 
of Opponent, Reſpondent, and Moderator, with 
a Set of Queſtions given out to Diſpute upon, 
was a very ſingular Inſtitution, to which we find 
nothing ſimilar either among the Diſputes of the 
wrangling Tribes of Philoſophers in Greece, or 
in the Philoſophical Works of Cicero, and of the 
other great Men of Rome. And as the Inſtitu- 
tion itſelf was ſo very ſingular, the Origin of it 
is as little known. Nor can we tell from what 


Period to date its Beginning. For certain it i, MW +» 71 
that Peter Lombard (tho? vulgarly called the Fa- 1 | . borro 
ther of the Schoolmen) was no more the Author Suh 
of it than Ariſtotle was the Author of all Logic, Css 

or Sir Iſaac Newton of all Mathematics. They : 2 ng 
all three improved what they found, by advanc- „ 
ing their reſpective Sciences nearer to Perfection; 0b 5 
and perhaps they reduced into Method and good act not 

Order, what was before more confuſed, ſcattered, Wi ak _ 


and indeterminate. But however that be, it s 8 
| 1 = alvini 
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4 moſt undoubted Fact, that this Book of Peter 
Lombard was in ſuch high Vogue, for ſeveral 
Ages, as to eclipſe the Scriptures themſelves. 
For Proof of which, ſee Maſheim's Hiſtory, 
Vol. 1. Engliſh Edit. Page 598, and the Note 
of Page 600; and therefore we can be at no Loſs 
to know what Doctrines prevailed in thoſe Times 
in the Schools of Chriſtian Divines. 


MoxrtEoveR, when Thomas Aquinas the Do- 
minican, proceeded on the fame Plan, in a greater 
Work, about a Century afterwards, he not only 
kept cloſe to his renowned Maſter, St. Auguſtin, 
but even improved upon him: For he aſſerted, 
that there was a * phyfical Predetermination of the 
Will, by Way of proving, as it were, how in- 
compatible the abſolute Decrees are with every 

L juſt 


_— 


This Expreſſion, in French, Predetermination Phy/ique, 
is borrowed from Le Clerc's Bibliotheque choiſie, Tom. 6, Vie 
4 Eraſine: And is juſtified by the Confeſſion of a moſt zea- 
lous Catholic, vis. Boywin in his Abridgment of Duns 
Scotus's Works; who allows [See de Gratia Chrifti, Queſtio 
prima] that the Thomiſts make a Diſtinction between i. 
cient Grace, and effefual Grace; by ſuppoſing that there 
is a real Tnflux belonging to the one, which is want- 
ing in the other. So that in fact, this ſufficient Grace, 
tor want of the real Influx, becomes ſufficient, — for 


juſt _— at all; having never been able to /ave a ſin- 


gle Perſon from the Beginning of the World. Thoſe who 
have a Mind to examine more preciſely whether the angelic 
Doctor, as Aquinas is called by the Church of Rome, was a 
Calviniſt, or not, as to the Predeſtinarian Controverſy, _ 

d what 


5th Articles of this Queſtion. 


( 82 } 
juſt Idea of human Liberty. For tho Thomas 
Acquinas mentions in his Writings the Words 
Libertas, Voluntas, et hbrum Arbitrium, as often 
as any one, and condemns the Doctrines of Fate 

and 


——— 


what he himſelf ſays, + about inſtantaneous Juſtification, 
and the Influx of Grace, may conſult his Works, viz. 
Prima Pars, Queſtio ztia, and particularly the 2d, 4th, and 
See alſo his Prima Secundz, 
Nuseſtio 113, where particular Notice ought to be taken of 
the concluding Paragraph of the 3d Article, and the whole 
of the 7th and 1oth Articles. 

As to Duns Scotus, the next great Leader of the School 


B and the Founder of the Sect of the Scotts, I have 


not had an Opportunity of conſulting his Works. But I have 
the Abridgment of Boywin, his zealous and able Defender, 
now before me. And from him I learn, that Scetus was alſo 
a Predeſtinarian as well as yum. See his Tertia Pars 
Metaphyſice, de Specibus Entis, Queſt. 23. Utrum Prædiſi. 
natio fiat ex praviſes Meritis? On which Queſtion he ob- 


ſerves, Quod D. Thomas et Scatus tenent, Deum ex pura Miſeri- 


cordid, ſuppoſito originali Peccato, certos quoſdam predeſiinaſſ, 
abſque ulla previſione Meritorum . Circa alios autem ſe habuiſi 
negative, id eſt, non predeftinaſſe illos. And then he tells us 
with great Joy, That his Maſter Scotus had permitted his 


Scholars to think differently from himſelf, if they pleaſed, 


in this Point. Qua tamen Scotus liberum relinquit ſuis | Scotiſtis| 
ut contrarium teneant, fi vcluerint, dicendo ſcilicet, Predeſii- 
ationem fiers ex præviſione Meritorum elicitorum ex gratid 
Chriſti, ut habetur expreſſe, in 1 diſt. 41 queſt. un. & ſuſ- 
torum in fine, Ip Eo in conclufrone dicemus previſionem Meri- 
rorum Petri cauſam fuiſſe predeſtinationis ejus. And the good 
Man finds himſelf fo happy in this Toleration to break loſe 


from Calviniſm, that he cannot help repeating it in one 
ace 


+ In regard to the Scripture Doctrine of inſtantaneous 
Juſtification, inſtantaneous Converſion, and the abſolute 
Aſſurances of Salvation, ſee two of my Sermons lately pub- 
liſhed, wiz. different Methods of Converſion, and the Cale 
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and Neceſſity, yet, if he ſuppoſes that the Will 
is phyſically wrought upon, and predetermined, 
it is evident to common Senſe, that he grants 
only in Expreſſion, what he takes away in Reality. 
For if any human Will is to be predetermined 
phyſically either to Good or Evil, it can be itſelf 
no better than a mere Machine. 


Axp now, Sir, having deſcended from the 
Time of St. Auguſtin, who flouriſhed in the latter 
Part of the fourth Century, till, Thomas Aquinas 


Place, w!z. T heologia Scars, Ac. Sc. prima pars, Queſtio 8va. 
Doctor Subtilis [i. e. Scotus] liberum relinquit contrarium ſen- 
tire - Quonia m ergo opinio de prædęſtinatione ex præ viſis Meritis, 
non tollit Libertatem, nec ulli facit Injuriam, immo potius excitat 
ad bene agendum, 1DEO à nobis [ Franciſcanis, ſeu Scotiftis] 
tenebitur, | | 
In regard to Quotations from ſcarce Books, ſuch as this 
now before me, which (ſcarce as it is in England) neverthe- 
leſs has gone thro* g Editions at leaſt in Catholic Countries, 
mine being the gth printed at Venice in 1734, i muſt here 
obſerve once for all, that I have been doubly unfortunate, 
reſpecting theſe Things. For t, I have not the Conve- 
nience of conſulting public Libraries of any note or Con- 
ſequence; and 2dly, having depoſited the Collection of 
Books and Tracts, which I had Cemerly made, relative to 
theſe Points, in a Library then ereQting,---I now find, that 
the moſt Part of theſe Books were thrown aſide as u/ele/5 
Lumber, on ſubſequent Reviſals ; ſo that they cannot be re- 
covered, when wanted. This thought neceſſary to mention, 
by Way of requeſting the learned Reader's Indulgence and 
Excuſe, if he ſhould find ſome Inaccuracies in Names and 
Dates, and ſhould diſcover a few Errors in citing Quotations 
and Authorities, I have myſelf detected ſome Miſtakes of 
this Kind committed by me in my Apology, which I have 


corrected in my 2d Edition. The learned Reader may per- 
taps correct more. 


who 
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whowrote in the thirteenth, let us ſtill come lower 
down, viz. to the fourteenth Century ;---which 


is nearly the Space of a thouſand Years.---Here we 


find the celebrated Duns Scotus planning a new, 
ſubtile and laborious Work,. in order to rival 
the Fame, and, if poſſible, to eclipſe the grow- 
ing Greatneſs of the angelic Doctor Thomas A. 
quinas. Here therefore, if any where, we may 


expect to find, the Predeſtinarian Doctrine of $i, 


Auguſtin contradicted, and the Semi-Pelagian 
ſet up in its Stead. But even Scotus, who was 
certainly moved with a Deſire of putting himſelf 
at the Head of a new Sect, by contradicting 
Thomas Aquinas in every Thing, found the Doc- 
trines of the abſoluteDecrees ſo ſtrongly entrench- 
ed behind a Rampart of Synods and Councils, and 
of the Bulls of Popes, and of Imperial Conſti- 
tutions, that he dared not attack it. Therefore 
all that he could venture to do, was to permit his 
Scholars to queſtion the Truth of the Doctrine, 
when they ſhould ſee occaſion : Which Concef- 
ſion nevertheleſs they did not actually make Uk 
of *till Ages afterwards ; that is, *till the Times 
ſubſequent to the Reformation. 


Hence therefore it evidently follows, that 
the whole Weſtern Church, before the Reforma- 
tion, was Auguſtinian (if I may be permitted to 
uſe the Term) as to the Points of Predeſtination, 
Grace, Free-Will, and Perſeverance. And if 
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it was Auguſtinian, it could not avoid being Cal- 
viniſtical ; becauſe in reality there is no Diffe- 
rence. Indeed I will allow, that the Auguſtinians, 
and Dominicans, and even the Janſeniſts of the pre- 
ſent Church of Rome, pretend to find out a mighty 
Diſtance, and ſeveral important Diſtinctions, be- 
tween the Tenets of St. Auguſtin and thoſe of 
Calvin. But how do they ſucceed ? And what 
do they prove ?---They prove that the ſame 
identical Doctrine may be expreſſed by various 
Ways; and that ſmooth Words and ſoft Phraſes 
will ſatisfy thoſe who prefer the Honour of that 
particular Sect or Party, in which they are inliſted, 
to the Truth of Things. But they never can 
prove, that the Doctrine itſelf is really different, 
becauſe it happens to be expreſſed in harſher 
Terms by ſome, or in gentler Language by 
others; and therefore I will allow further, that 
from the Time of St. Auguſtin to the Dawn 
of the Reformation, ſome few Perſons, ſuch as 
Godſchal, Wicklif, and others, were cenſured for 
expreſſing this Doctrine of abſolute uncondi- 
tional Predeſtination in Words which were too 
ſhocking, becauſe too intelligible. But bating 
the Offenſiveneſs of the Expreſſion, the Doctrine 
itſelf is the very ſame, waen plainly and undiſ- 
guiſedly uttered by a Wicklif, a John Huſs, or a 
Jerom of Prague, as when refined and ſoftened 
by the artful Pen of a St. Auguſtin, of an angelic 
Doctor, a ſubtile, a profound, or a ſeraphic Doctor. 

| Nay, 


[ 86 J 
Nay, ſo far was the Church of Rome, even at, 
and ſome Time after, the Reformation, from re. 
ceding from theſe Principles, that the Founder 
of the Jeſuits, Ignatius Loyola, made it a Part 
of his * Foundation-Statutes, to initiate his Dif. 
ciples in the Doctrine and Divinity of Thomas 


Aquinas. Now theſe Statutes were approved 
T and confirmed by ſeveral Popes; and it is 


a Fact well known among the Learned, that 

Bellarmine himſelf, Suarez, and the firſt Flight 

of Jeſuits were all Predeſtinarians. Therefore, 

as the Jeſuits both look upon themſelves, and are 

eſteemed by others (Papiſts, as well as Proteſtants) 

to be the Pope's Gens d' Armes, or Body-Guard, 

it is evident, to a Demonſtration, that had the 

Church of Rome been otherwiſe than Calviniſti- 

cal at that Period, the Pope's Life-Guard Men 

would have been ſent to ſome other Magazine, 
than to that of Thomas Aquinas, for their Arms 
and Accoutrements. Indeed in ſucceeding Times 
the Jeſuits perceived their Error in thus joining 
Popery and Calviniſm together ; and therefore 
+Aquaviva, the next General of their Order, got 
| the 


* Conſtitutionum cum declarationibus quarta pars, caput 
XIV. de libris qui prælegendi ſunt. imo Generatim (ut 
dictum eſt, cum de collegiis ageretur) illi prælegentur libri, 
qui in quavis facultate /olidioris ac ſecurioris doctrinæ habe- 
bantur.— In Theologia legetur vetus et novum Teſtameneum, 
et doctrina ſcholaſtica Divi T home. 5 

+ Declaratio in cap. 14to. B. 5. Prælegetur etiam Ma- 
giſter ſententiarum I ſeilicet Petrus Lombardus] fed fi vide. 
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0] 
the Plan of their Education altered, 1n order to 
render it, as he expreſsly declares, temporibus 


accommodatior. 


Bur this, you ſee, Sir, was a ſubſequent 
Thought; being a Meaſure, into which the 
Papiſts were forced by the viſible Advantage 
which Luther, Calvin, Zanchius, and other Pre- 
deſtinarians had over them, by turning their own 
Weapons, that is, their own Saints, their own 
Councils, their own Popes, and their own 
Schoolmen againſt themſelves. And therefore 
I lay it down, as a moſt ſolemn Truth, notwith- 


retur temporis decurſu alios autor fludentibus utilior futurus, 
ut fi aliqua ſumma, vel liber Theologiz Scholaſticæ confice- 
retur, qui his temporibus accommodatior wideretur, gravi cum 
concilio, et rebus diligenter expenſis per viros, qui in uni- 
verſa ſocictate aptiilimi exiſtimentur, cumque præpoſiti ge- 
neralis approbatione, prælegi poterit. | 

Having the Inſtitutes of the Jeſuits now before me (a Book 
heretofore remarkably difficult to obtain) it may not be amiſs 
to acquaint the learned Reader with a curious Anecdote re- 
lating to this famous Society. It ſeems that there is a ſtandin 
Regulation in the Church of Rome, confirmed by fot 
Popes, That none of the Mendicant Orders ſhall be per- 
mitted to ere& Houſes or Colleges nearer to one another 
than the Diſtance of one hundred and forty Cannæ, 
[the Meaſure of a Canna I take to be the Length of a walk- 
ing Cane] doubtleſs on the Principle of preventing the com- 
mon from being overſtocked with too many cattle grazing upon it. 
But the Jeſuits (who are likewiſe a Mendicant Order) got a 
Bull in the Year 1560, from Pope Pius to diſpenſe with the 
Rule in regard to them. It is incredible how much Envy 
and III-Will this Partiality in Favour of the jeſuits has ex- 
cited in the other Orders. They have purtued them ever 
fince with everlaſting Hatred, and were one principal Cauſe 
of their late Downfall. 


ſtanding 


| F. 38} 

ſtanding the ſenſeleſs Cry of Popery and Arminia- 
niſm -a Cry, which was firſt invented by 
angry Men, bent on Revenge in turbulent 
Times, and then retained by an Herd of igno- 
rant Zealots, and is now revived by the Author 
of the Confeſſional (with what View is not diff- 
cult to diſcover ;)---I ſay, I lay it down as a mof 
ſolemn Truth, that at the Time juſt preceding the 
Reformation, the Chtirch of Rome, in reſpect to 
Predeſtination, Grace, Free-Will, and Perſeve- 
rance, was truly Calviniftical. 


Bur in reciting theſe Points of Calviniſm, be 
pleaſed to tak Notice, that I do not include 71/- 
Zification in the Number. And the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the Schoolmen and the Doctors of the 
Romiſh Church in general held this one Article 
in flat Contradiction to all their other Tenets. 
For whereas they ſhould have ſaid, according to 
the Calviniſtical Plan, that good Works could not 
poſſibly precede Juſtification, they maintained 
not only the Poſſibility of their Exiſtence, but 
even inſiſted on the intrinſic Merit of them. 
Thus for Example, the good Works of an Hes- 
then, acting on heathen Principles, had in them 


a Merit of Congruity ; and the good Works of 2 Wl 


Chriſtian, acting on Chriſtian Principles, a Merit 
of Condignity. Which technical and ſcholaſtic 
Terms have been thus well and familiarly ex- 


plained. Fac emere prædium, &c. Suppoſe 
you 
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| 1 you want to buy an Eſtate, and you offer the 
= Full Value for it in anſtamped Bullion, alias in 
7 Merit of Congruity; a Merit which is of ſuch a 
= rl Worth as in Reaſon and Equity (or as the 


7 | | Moderns phraſe” it, in the Fitneſs of Things) 
| RS ought tobe conſidered as equivalent to the Eſtate 
do be purchaſed; nevertheleſs you cannot ac- 
„ tally purchaſe it, becauſe the preſent Propri- 
RE <tor hath not promiſed that he is diſpoſed to part 
Lich it. Suppoſe again, that you and the Pro- 

prietor have had a previous Convention on the 
IE Subject, in which he ſolemnly engaged that he 
7 . 7 would part with it on a preper Conſideration : 
| 2 WW Then you offer him the full Value in current 
and larful Coin, alias in Merit of Condignity ;--- 
e and in Conſequence thereof, as you have now 
je made him a legal Tender, you have the Eſtate 
s. made over to you by a double Title, the one ex 

congruo, and the other ex pacto, or in plain 


t0 

ot A £724, the one according to Equity, and the 
ed RE other by lawful Conveyance. 

Out 

I know indeed, that ſome of the Expreſſions 
2 of the Schoolmen on this Head are capable of a 
em mwore rational, and a leſs exceptionable Interpre- 
a dation: And that the later Writers in the Romi/h 
writ Church have taken inexpreſſible Pains to explain 
{tic away the moſt offenſive Parts of theſe arrogant 
— Pretenſions to human Merit. But nevertheleſs 


3 i all the firſt Proteſtants to a Man underſtood 
© M them 
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them to have literally aſſerted, as I have ex. 
_ plained it, viz. that there is a true and proper 
Merit in good Works ;---even ſuch a Merit as is 
an adequate Purchaſe for the Favour and Happi- 
neſs which God has to beſtow in another World. 
And truly Bellarmine himſelf, cautious as he was, 
gave too much Countenance to this very Notion? 
For he ſays, that the Ratio between human 
Merit and eternal Life is in a juſt and fair 
Proportion. But that nevertheleſs God would 
not have been obliged to have made over 
eternal Life for this Conſideration, had he not 
bound himſelf over by Covenant ſo to do. Tho 
the Merit in itſelf be fully adequate to the Re- 
ward: - Quamvis PAR et equale Mercedi. 


HERE, Sir, you plainly ſee, that mention is 
made of a certain Price to be given for Heaven; 


Non dcſunt qui cenſeant opera bona juſtorum eſſe merito- 
1:2 vitæ eternæ ex condigno ratione operts, etiam nulla extart 
divina conventio, Ita enim docet Cajetanus in 1. 2. quel, 
114. artic. 3tio. [ce This Cajetanus was the very Man, 
u hom Pope Leo the 1oth made his Legate, and ſent into 
Germany to condemn Luther.] Alii contra exiſtimant opera 
ex gratià procedentia non eſſe meritoria ex condigno ratione 
operis, ſed tantum ratione pacti. Nobis media ſententia 
probabilior eſſe videtur, quæ docet opera bona juſtorum me- 


ritoria eſſe vitæ eternæ ex condigno pacti, et operis m: 
Non quidem quod fine pacto vel acceptatione non habet 


opus bonum proportionem ad vitam eternam, ſed quia non 


tenetur Deus acceptare ad illam Mercedem opus bonum, 


quamvis par et eguale Mercedi, niſi conventio interveniat. 
Bellarmini Controverſiæ, Tom. 4. Liber quintus de Juſtif- 
catione, Cap, 17. 


and 


00 | 


and of that Price being at PAR; which ſurely is 


Yer 
th a moſt extravagant Poſition. But this 1s not 
pi- all; for when we add (as add we muſt on Popiſh 
1d. Principles) the Doctrine of Supererogation to 
7As, this of Merit, we then make the Account to 
nf, fell vaſtly higher; we then ſet the Price, to be 
nan paid for Heaven, ABOVE Par; and conſequently 
fair we create a Surplus of Merit; which Surplus, it 
uld ſeems, the Church has a Right to transfer for 
Wer the Uſe and Benefit of thoſe who happen to be 
not deficient in this Kind of Payment, and cannot 
ho riſe to Par: And thus we are come at laſt to the 
Re- very Point, which was the firſt Motive for begin- 
ning a Reformation in Germany in the Year 1517; 
I mean, this Transfer of Merit by the Sale of In- 
IN 15 dulgences. The ſcandalous Manner in which 
en; this Trafic was carried on by Pope Leo X. 
3 and his Agents, ſhocked the whole Chriſtian 
ED World. All cried out ſhame! All wiſhed that 
5 fome Stop might be put to it! But Lutlier alone 
* begun the Oppoſition. And his Oppoſition at 
t into firſt went no farther than to cenſure the indecent 
| _ and indiſcreet Manner of retailing this * adulterated 


aun 1 Commodity, and cheating the People. By De- 
m me⸗ A 
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habeat ail 5 ; 

ia non Wl F I call it an adulterated Commodity; becauſe as the ju- 
num, dicious and impartial Couroxer very juſtly obſerves in the 
wenig. Notes of his Tranſlation of Sedan, Indulgences at the very 
Julliß. WY beſt can only be Diſpenſations from, or Mitigations of, Cen- 


lures in Eceleſiaſtical Courts, and have nothing to do with 


and any other Cauſes even in this Life, much leſs in a next. 


grees 
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grees, he went farther, and attacked the Prin- u 
ciple itſelf, on which this gainful Trade was built. w 
If there was no ſuch Thing as Merit, there F. 
could be no Surplus of Merit; and if no Sur- ſe 
<* plus, there could be no Transfer; conſe- ſit 
<« quently, if no Transfer, the Sale of Pardons Bt 
e and Indulgences, founded on this ſuppoſed Be 
« Transfer, muſt of Courſe fall to the Ground.” Pt 
All this was very plain and obvious; and no Per. be 
ſon alive could miſapprehend the Force of it. an 
But alas! Martin Luther, as I ſaid before, was of 
an Auguſtinian in Principle (nay, he was of the ge 
Family of St, Auguſtin, being an Auguſtin Monk) flu 
and he had been bred up in the School Divinity ing 
of Thomas Aquinas. How then was he to prove, mu 
that there was no ſuch Thing as human Merit? ral 
Not, as it is attempted to be done at Pages 74 and a R 


75 of this Treatiſe, by ſnewing, that a dependent 
Creature, who enjoys every Thing by mere 
Bounty, cannot properly merit from an indepen- 
dent, all-ſufficient Creator; and that good Works 
are required of us only for our own Sakes in this 
World, and as Qualifications or Preparatives tor 
participating of thoſe Joys which are purchaſed 
for us in the next; but not at all as the original 
meritorious Cauſes of our Admittance, Nothing 
of this Kind entered into his Head : But he cut 
the Matter ſhort, by having recourſe to the Prin- 


ciples in which he had been educated, of abſolute 
un- 
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unconditional Election, and * irreſiſtible Grace; 
which Sentiments he expreſſed with his uſual 
Frankneſs and Intrepidity, and without any Re- 
ſerve, Colouring, or Diſguiſe. And theſe Po- 
ſitions, it muſt be owned, would have done his 
Buſineſs moſt effectually, had they been true: 
Becauſe if there be no ſuch Thing as a State of 
Probation, and a Freedom of Choice, there can 
be no ſuch Idea as that of Merit in any Senſe; 
and therefore all the Diſpute about the Transfer 
of a Surplus of Merit, by the Sale of Indul- 
gences, would have been quite idle and ſuper- 
fluous. But the Misfortune was, that in finiſh- 
ing the Controverſy after this Manner, an End 
muſt likewiſe be put to the Morality, or Immo- 
rality of all human Actions ; and therefore ſuch 
a Remedy was certainly worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


__ — 
p 8 —— 


* There is a Senſe, in which it may be allowed on the 
Semi-pelagian, or Arminian Syſtem, that Grace is irreſiſtible : 
But it is a Senſe that can do no Manner of Service to the 
Cauſe of Calviniſm. - Grace for Inſtance, eſpecially preve- 
nient, or preventing Grace, may be conſidered as a previous 
Gift or univerſal Endowment; like the common Gifts of 
Health, Strength, or Beauty, Wit, or Underſtanding. In 
which Caſe, the Recipient muſt neceſſarily receive them ; for 
he has not a Power to refuſe. But after he has received them, 
he may chuſe whether he will apply them to any Good and 
ſalutary Purpoſes, or not: And on this Freedom of Choice 
reſts the proper Diſtinction between Good and Evil, Virtue 
and Vice, Morality and Immorality. Grace therefore muſt 
be received; but after it is received, it may be abuſed : The 
Talent may be hid in a Napkin, and the Spirit may be 
quenched, or have a Deſpite done to it. 

Many 
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Many ſober, ſenſible, and thinking Perſons 
were greatly ſhocked at theſe Poſitions, and con. 
tracted an Averſion to the Reformation on that 
Account. For the Popiſh Doctors, who had in 
Reality maintained the ſame Opinion with Luther, 
only in a more indirect and diſguiſed Manner, 
raiſed a moſt terrible Outcry again him. At laſt 
Eraſmus, who never had loved the Divinity of 
the Schools, and would have been glad to have 
ſeen a Reformation conducted on better Princi- 
ples, undertook to confute this Fataliſt in Form. 
And therefore publiſhed his Diatribe about the 
Year 1524, wherein he obſerved, That Luther 
ſeemed to be fond of driving out one Evil by in- 
troducing another. Id genus Hyperbolis delectatus 
videtur Lutherus, ut aliarum Hyperbolas, veluti 
malum nodum, quod dici ſolent, malo cunæo propel. 
leret. Therefore the Purport of this Treatiſe 
was, to keep clear of both Extremes, by aſſert- 
ing the Neceſſity both of Divine Grace, and of 
Free-Will, conjointly in the Buſineſs of Salva- 
tion: And by proving, from a vaſt Variety of 
Texts of Scripture, collected both out of the Old 
and New Teſtament, that neither of them could 
be allowed to be ſufficient alone, and indepen- 
dent of the other. He readily granted, that 
there had been an univerſal Fall; but he inſiſted 
likewiſe as ſtrongly, that there was an univerſal 
internal Reſtoration of mental Powers, as well as 


an outward Redemption, obtained by the Merits 
of 


4 
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of Jeſus Chriſt ; and that therefore the Conſe- 
quences of the former ought never to be conſi- 
dered, be reaſoned upon, or argued from, with- 
out conſidering likewiſe the Benefits of the latter. 


Bur the impetuous Luther, far from cooling 
in his Notions, or growing more moderate in 
his Sentiments by the Peruſal of this Work, an- 
ſwered it the next Year, vz. 1525, in a moſt 
flaming Manner; and gave ſuch a Title to his 
Anſwer, as encreaſed the Prejudices of many ſe- 
rious Perſons againſt him. The Title was, De 
Servo Arbitrio: And the Book was anſwerable 
to the Title; for he inſiſts over and over, that 
Free-Will is a mere empty Sound, which never 
had, nor could have had, any Exiſtence: And 
is very angry, that it could be ſuppoſed of him, 
that he ever was of a contrary Opinion. Eraſmus 
had complimented him, for the good he had 
done 1n rooting out the Notion of the Merit of 
Pilgrimages, Proceſſions, and ſuch Kinds of 
ſuperſtitious Trumpery: And then ſuppoſed, 
that when he was ſo zealous and active in this 
good Work of Reformation, he muſt have 
thought, that Free-Will was of ſome Uſe in the 
Conduct of human Actions *. 

Eraſmns 
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Non patior me inſimulari ejus Hypocriſis, ut aliter ſen- 
tiam, et aliter ſcribam, nec defenſionis calore (ut tu ſcribis 
de me) huc ſum, ut unc primum negem totum liberum ar- 
bitrium, 
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Eraſmus replied to this Servum Arbitrium in 
the Years 1526 and 1527, in a Treatiſe, which 
he ſtiled Hyperaſpiſtes; in which he but too 
plainly proves, that he could dip his Pen in Gall 
as well as Luther, when provoked ſo to do. How- 


ever this laſt Piece put an End to the Altercation: 
For I cannot find, that Luther ever attempted to 


confute it. And what is ſtill more, it 1s very 
evident, that Luther's beſt Friends, and Melanc- 
tion in particular, began to forſake him on this 
Occaſion. Nay, it is even inſinuated by the 
Writers of thoſe Times, that Luther himſelf re- 
laxed much, as he grew older, from his former 
Notions of rigid Fate and abſolute Predeſtination. 
But be that as it may, one Thing is certain, that 
in the: Year 1530, when the firſt Confeſſion of 
the Proteſtants was to be preſented to the Em- 
peror Charles V. he was not truſted with the 
Care of drawing it up,---that Province having 
been committed to Melancthon: And the Man- 
ner in which Melancthon executed this important 
Commiſſion, plainly ſhews, that he had greatly 
profited (tho? he did not acknowledge it in di- 
rect Terms) by this very Treatiſe of Eraſmus on 


_— 


bitrium, qui antea vonnibil illi tribuerim. Nec hoc tu 
uſpium mihi in libellis meis oſtendes, ſcio. Extant The— 


mata, et Problemata, in quibus perpetuo aſſerui uſque in 


hanc horam liberum arbitrium eſſe x1 1, et rem (eo verbo 
tum utebar) de 501.0 TITULoO, Lutheri opera Tom. tertius, 


Jenæ Edit? 1603. p. 217. 4 
Free- Will. 
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1.0 1 
Free-Will. For had Eraſmus himſelf been to 


have compoſed this Confeſſion, I do not ſee how 
he could have done it more agreeably to his own 
Principles; as far, I mean, as the preſent Points 
are concerned. But as the Diatribe of Eraſmus, 
and this Confeſſion of Augſburg, are both before 
the learned World, let the fair, candid, and im- 
partial Reader judge for himſelf. 


From Germany, let us now turn our Eyes to 
England, where Eraſmus had great Patrons, 
many Friends, and a large perſonal Acquaintance: 
To the principal of whom he made * Preſents of 

N this 


— — —_— — 


* Whether Era/mus made a preſent of this Treatiſe to 
Cranmer, or not, is a Point which cannot eaſily be deter- 
mined at this Diſtance of Time: But that Cranmer was in 
Poſſeſſion of this very Edition, printed at Artaverp, before 
he was promoted to the Archbiſhopric, that is before the 
Year 1533; and that he had read it over very carefully is 
evident from hence; that Cranmer's own Book is now in the 
Britiſh Muſzum, and ſigned by himſelf, Thomas Cranmer, 
and that he underſcored ſeveral principal Paſſages with red 
Ink, particularly that famous Obſervation of Sr. Peter, 
quoted by Era/mus ; In which [ſpeaking of the Writings 
of St. Paul] are ſome Things hard to be underſtood, 
„ which they, that are unlearned and unſtable, wreſt to 
* their own DeftruQion.” Now, whether Cranmer uſed 
this to expreſs his Approbation, or Diſapprobation of the Pre- 
deſtinarian Doctrines, or from ſome other Motive the intelli- 
gent Reader will eaſily judge f. But further it appears from 

Biſhop 


+ I have endeavoured to give ſome Rules for interpreting 
and underſtanding theſe difficult Paſſages of St. Paul in my 
_ Sermon lately printed, viz. On the Potter and the 
Clay, 
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of this very Book as ſoon as it was printed. The 
Book was printed in the Year 1524, the very 


Year in which Luther wrote his Commentary on 
the Galatians, And Edward the 6th came to 
the Throne in 1547. Now during this Interval 
of 23 Years, we may reaſonably conclude, that 
the Engliſi Reformers were not idle; and that 
the Doctrines of Predeſtination, Grace, Free- 
Will, and Redemption, were frequently the 
Subjects of their moſt ſerious Thoughts, and 
cooleſt Attention. They had likewiſe one pecu- 
liar Advantage over the Reformers on the Con- 
tinent, of which, we ought to ſuppoſe, they 
made a very proper Uſe; viz. they were not en- 
gaged in perſonal Altercations with the chief 
Champions on either Side : They had therefore 
Time to cool, and Leiſure to weigh and ex- 
amine the Pretenſions of each Party, and might 
at laſt ſelect thoſe Treatiſes, which they eſteemed 
the moſt judicious, for the Uſe of their infant 
Church-Eſtabliſhment. 


ol 3 th. 


Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory, Book 3, Page 278. Fol. Edit. 
1705, That when Cranmer had been about ſeven Years 
Archbiſhop, wiz. in the Year 1540, he and other Biſhops 


and Divines, at the King's Command, put forth the Erud- 


tion of the Chriſtian Man: In which Treatiſe the Doctrines 
of Grace and of Free-Will are explained in a Senſe entirely 
conformable to that of Eraſmus, and diametrically oppoſite 
10 that of Luther. And Melan&hon's Loci Communes, v!% 
tizoſe of a Date later than the Aug /{zrgh Confeſſion, proceed 
entirely from the ſame Plan. 


Accokp- 
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AccorRDINGLY we find, that as ſoon as Ed- 
wards Government was ſettled, many im- 
portant Things were done by them: For they 
compoſed and publiſhed a Set of Homilies this 
very Year: They alſo ordered an Engliſi Bible, 
together with a Paraphraſe on the New Teſta- 
ment, to be ſet up in all Churches throughout 
the Realm. And they gave a ſtrict Charge to the 
Biſhops to ſee theſe Things punctually executed 
in their reſpective Dioceſes. Now, whoſe Writ- 
ings do you think thoſe were, which they ordered 
to be ſet up in all Churches for the Purpoſes of 
inſtructing both Clergy, and Laity in the true 
Senſe of Scripture, and in the juſt Principles of 
the Reformation ? Not Lather's Commentary on 
the Galatians, though that had been publiſhed 
23 Years before; nor yet Calvin's Inſtitutes, 
though that was likewiſe in being ; but the Para- 
phraſe of that very Man, Eraſmus, who had con- 
futed them both. And can you wiſh or deſire 

a 


——_— 
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* This Circumftance has ever been an inſuperable Argu- 
ment againſt thoſe who impeach the Arminian, or Semi- 
pelagiun Clergy with holding Doctrines contrary to their 
Subſcriptions: And the Method which our Adverſaries take to 
elude the Force of it (for they can never anſwer it) is this : 
If, ſay they, you ground fo much on this Circumſtance of or- 
* dering the Paraphraſe of Eraſmus to be ſet up in Churches, 
as to ſuppoſe, that Craumer, Ridley, &c. &c. intended to 
« eitabliſh the Semi- pelagian Plan inſtead of the Auguſiinian, 
you mult go farther, and aſſert, for the very ſame 9 5 
66 at 
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a ſtronger Proof that our Reformers were not 
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Encliſh; nor can J account for the Introduction of it into the 
Engliſb on any other Principles, but theſe now mentioned. 
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Calviniſts, as to the Calviniſtical five- point Con- 272 
troverſy, than this now before us? Surely you a 
cannot :---Therefore to proceed : The Year fol- let 1 
lowing a new Liturgy was compoſed ; and in the as t 
Year following that, this Liturgy was confirmed Con 
by Parliament. Moreover the Articles (then 
Forty-one in Number) were ſet forth in the Year I 
1551, and the Liturgy was reviſed, corrected, I54 
and improved the ſame Year. ſerve 
Takino lenc 
Con! 
1 Do = befo 
te that they intended to eftabliſh the Arian inſtead of the Jrini- 
4 farian : For Eraſmus was not untainted with Arianiſm.” 1 
Now to this I reply, iſt, It by no Means appears to a common 
Reader of the Paraphraſe, that Eraſinus was tainted with As 
Atianiſm. Thouſands, and tens of Thouſands might read ceſſity 
it, without entertaining any ſuch Suſpicion. Nay Gardiner of Sal 
himſelf, in his Examination before the Council (ſee Burns Eraſm; 
Hitt. Vol. 2. P. 25.) did not object to it on that Account. Reprel 
2dly. Granting that Eraſmus was ſuſpected of Arianiſm by before 
ſome of his keen- ſighted Adverſaries, he certainly never ceding 
wrote profeſſedly on that Side of the Queſtion ; he never Box on 
ventured into a Paper-war with any Trinitarian on that Ac- Occaſic 
count ; and therefore this Caſe 1s by no Means parallel with ject of 
that of his writing profeſſedly againſt the Lutherian en- Reforn 
faved Will, and the Calviniſtical Doctrines. 3dly. Creed 
Granting further, that it was generally known, that he and the 
was ſuſpected of Arianiſm (which is by no Means true) edly ot 
fill it is to be obſerved, that Cranmer, Ridley, &c. &c. than th 
took Care to put in a Caution in this Caſe, which they tion of 
did not ſo much as attempt to do in the other: For they in 
they introduced the Athanaſian Creed into the Liturgy, Works, 
by Way of ſilencing all Objections that could poſſibly ariſe Soltfidi 
on that Head. Now certain, I think, it is, that the Athana- ment, 
ſian Creed never had a Place in any Liturgy but in the 5 2 
en Co 
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Taxinc therefore all theſe Things together, 

viz. the Homilies,---the Paraphraſe of Eraſmus, 

the Liturgy,---and the Articles of Religion, 

let us draw up a Summary of the whole, as far 

as the Points under Conſideration are therein 
concerned. 


Ix regard to Predeſtination ;---from the Year 
1547, to the Year 1551, a total Silence was ob- 
ſerved concerning that capital Article :---A Si- 
lence the more remarkable, as the Auguſtan 
Confeſſion, drawn up by Melan#hon thirty Years 
before, had obſerved the ſame Silence. And 


— 


As to the Deſign of the Reformers to inculcate the Ne- 
ceſſity of Good Works as well as Faith, as the Conditions 
of Salvation, they not only recommended the Paraphraſe of 
Eraſmus for that Purpoſe, but they alſo cauſed a ſymbolical 
Repreſentation of the ſame Doctrine to be exhibited always 
before the Eyes of the People. It was cuſtomary in the pre- 
ceding Times to place the conſecrated Wafer in a Pyxis or 
Box on the Altar; from whence it was taken out on certain 
Occaſions, (viz. at the Elevation of the Hoſt) to be the Ob- 


ject of the Adoration of the Congregation. But when the 


Reformers removed theſe Superſtitions, they ordered the 
Creed and the Ten Commands, the one repreſenting Faith 
and the other Yorks, to be placed in their Stead. — Undoubt- 
edly other Portions of Scripture might have been more proper 
than theſe, if conſidered as relative merely to the Celebra- 
tion of the Euchariſt ; but none ſo proper for the Purpoſes 
they intended, wiz. to inculcate the Neceſſity of Good 
Works, as well as Faith, and to take off all Imputation of 
Solifidianiſm. Not to mention, that the ſecond Command- 
ment, which forbad the Worſhip of any Creature whatever, 
was another Inducement. This Inſtance of the Creed and the 
Ten Commandments being ſet up over the Altar is, I think, 
peculiar to our Znglih Churches. | 7 


yet 


| [ 102 J 
yet it 13 an Article in itſelf, which a true Cal. 
viniſt would have inſiſted on, prior to any other; 
becauſe it is indeed in his Senſe the Maſter-Key 
to all the reſt. Nay, when at laſt our Reformers, 
out of mere Complaiſance to thoſe otherwiſe 
truly great and valuable Men, Bucer and Peter 
: Maryyr, condeſcended to give this Doctrine of 
Predeſtination a Place among the Articles, hoy 
was it inſerted? And doth it appear to have 
been done with an hearty good Will ? See the 
Words themſelves; and judge whether they are 
drawn up, as Luther, or Calvin, or Zanchius 
would have done, had they the framing of this 
Articte. But above all, after it was inſerted, ſee, 
I pray you, what doth the whole amount to ? 
A little, a very little Conceſſion was made 
merely to pleaſe theſe learned Men.---And yet no 
ſooner was it made, but withdrawn again by a 
ſubſequent Clauſe in the ſame Article, leſt our 
Engliſh Reformers ſhould have carried their on- 
plaiſance too far. Now this ſubſequent con- 
cluding Clauſe of the 17th Article deſerves a i 
more eſpecial Regard, as it plainly refers to a i 
Paragraph in the Saxonic Confeſſion, publiſhed bn 
the fame Year, by the above-mentioned Melan- 
thon, who kept up a continual Correſpondence WY 
with Cranmer, and who was to have prefented 
this very Confeſſion to the Council of Trent. 
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“ Axp becauſe (faith he) we propoſe to ad. 
“ miniſter 
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« miniſter Conſolation to the Conſciences of the 
« Penitent, we forbear any Queſtions about 
« Predeſtination or Election. We lead all our 
« Readers to the Word of God, and deſire them 
« to learn his Will from his own Word.---And 
e not to ſearch after other Speculations. 


« Mosr certainly as the Preaching of Repen- 
« tance relates to all Men, and implies an Accu- 
« ſation againſt all, ſo the Promiſe is univerſal ; 
« and the Offer of Forgiveneſs is made to all, 
« according to thoſe general Declarations of 
« Holy Writ; Come unto me, all ye that travel, 
« and are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. 
« Whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Liſe :---The ſame Lord 
over all, is rich unto all that call upon him :--- 
God hath concluded all in Unbelief, that he 
might have Mercy upon all. 


« In theſe univerſal Promiſes, let each Perſon 
„believe, that he himſelf is included, and not 


give Way to Deſpair : Let every one ſtrive to 
| © obey the Word of God, and follow the Sug- 


i J | © geſtions of his Holy Spirit, praying earneſtly 


for Aſſiſtance, according to that Saying of the 


= © Erngeliſt S. Luke: How much more will he 


| © give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him.” 
d. De Remiſſione Peccatorum, et de Fuſtificatione.] 


As 


[206-1] 4 
As to the other Points of this Controverſy, 
they are plainly theſe : 


1. THar the Fall of Man, and the Introduc- 
tion of Evil, was univerſal; an Infection ſo ge. 
neral that none eſcaped it. 


2. THarT by this Fall the human or mental 
Powers were ſo weakened and corrupted, that 
Man of himſelf, or by his mere natural re- 
maining Powers, cannot turn himſelf unto God, 
and do good Works fit for eternal Life. 


3. Tur Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom to 
ſave all Mankind, one as well as another ; and 


therefore, that he has procured for them the pro- 
per Means of Grace in this Life, as well as the 


Hopes of Glory in the next. 


4. TyuarT in Conſequence of this genen! 
Atonement, Mankind are reſtored to a Suff. 
ciency of Strength by Means of the preventing 
[prevenient] Grace of God: For he is indifferen 1 
zo all (faith the Homily) and caſtei none au 


So that every Man is enabled to begin, and may, 


and ſhall receive larger Portions of Grace, an! 


greater Aſſiſtance, in Proportion to his prope! 
Uſe of theſe preceding Bleſſings. 


Bur 5. That theſe Bleſſings are zo of ſuch: 1 
becaue 


nature, as never to be loſt or forfeited; 
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there is a Danger of falling away: And when 
we make a wrong Uſe of the Grace and Favour 
of God, he is hea provoked to withdraw them 
from us, and to leave us to periſh in the Sin and 
Miſery of our own procuring. 


Tazse, I ſay, are the Points evidently dedu- 
cible from the Premiſes above mentioned ; and 
if theſe are Calviniſtical, I have yet to learn what 
is Calviniſm. 


But here, as at Page 88, no mention is made 
as yet, of Juſtification, and I dare ſay, you 
would be willing to know the Reaſon. The 


Reaſon, alas! is this: The firſt Proteſtants in 


general, and more particularly the Reformers of 
the Church of England, were ſo entangled in the 
ſcholaſtic Notions of Merit, and Demerit, and 
of the Proportions of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to each, that they did not know how.to 
extricate themſelves out of this Labyrinth. If, 
ſay they, evil Works have a Demerit, and there- 
fore deſerve to be puniſhed, we muſt allow, that 
good Works have a proper Merit, and conſe- 
quently ought to be rewarded. Hence therefore 
they were prodigiouſly at a Loſs, how to ſteer a 
ſtraight Courſe, or what Anſwer to return to the 
Objections of their Adverſaries; * and at laſt; it 


O muſt 
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For a Confutation of the Notion of Merit of any Kind 
whethe 


— —— —— EE EEE III _ 2 — 
— — ———— — — 


—— — 


— — ere 
— R—rn—— neg 


——— — —v—v— — 
— ———— 


106 
muſt be confeſſed, that * ſucceeded mm my 
, 


Fox Example: 1. In regard to the Works 
of an Heathen, acting on Heathen Principles, 
which is the meritum de congruo of the Schools 
[See Article 13] They aſſerted, that there could 
be no Merit in ſuch Works as theſe; becauſe they 
were not done as God had willed and commanded 
them to be done ;---God having willed and com- 
manded all Mankind every where to repent, and 
to believe the Goſpel : And therefore the Works 
of the Heathen World, not proceeding from a 
right Principle, Faith in Chriſt the Redeemer, 
1. e. not being done, as God hath willed and 
commanded them to be done, had in them, in- 
ſtead of Merit, the Nature of Sin. Where be 
pleaſed to obſerve, that they did not call the 
Works of a virtuous Heathen /nſu; Works, or 
wicked Deeds, Vices, or Immoralities, but only 
that they had the Nature of Sin; hoping to hide 
their own Ignorance of the Matter by this ſoft 
and gentle Expreſſion. [What they ſhould have 
ſaid, if indeed they had ſaid any Thing at all, was 
this,--That the Works of the uncovenanted Hea- 
then World, either as to Rewards or Puniſhments, 
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whether de congruo, or de condigno, ſee the former Part 
this Letter, Pages 74—78. See alſo my Sermon on the Un- 


profitable Servant, lately printed, 
are 
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are Works, ſui generis :---In relation to which it 
doth not become the Members of the Chriſtian 
Church to judge, or determine any Thing about 
them ;---any farther than to aſſert in general, that 
the Judge of all the Earth is a Judge, who a&s 
upon thoſe Principles, where Mercy -and 
Truth muſt meet together, and where Righte- 
ouſneſs and Peace will kiſs each other; and there- 
fore at laſt, he will certainly do right. Indeed, 
had our Reformers ſaid, that the Works of 
thoſe Perſons, who, living among ourſelves, 
nevertheleſs obſtinately 7eg7e# the Goſpel, when 
fairly and fully propoſed to them, and who 
do Works ſeemingly good, by Way of Bravado, 
and in Oppoſition to the Goſpel Motives ;---had 
they ſaid, that theſe Works have the Nature of 
Sin, I ſhould, I confeſs, have been of their 
Opinion: And J hope and believe, notwithſtand- 
ing what has been inconſiderately ſaid by very in- 
competent judges, that there is not a Chriſtian 
Teacher in the Kingdom, either in the Eftabliſh- 
ment, or out of it, but would have maintained 
the iame Doctrine: - So much therefore as to the 
Meritum de congruc. 


2dly. Iv reſpe& to the Meritum de condigno, 
or the Works of a Chriſtian acting according to 
Chriſtian Principies. Here again the Reformers 
were unhappily as much involved, as in the 
former Caſe; not being able to diſencangle them- 
glves 
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ſelves, any otherwiſe than by declaring, that the 
Works of a Chriſtian have no Merit in them, 
becauſe they are imperfef? Works: The neceſſary 
Conſequence of which is, that the Works of an 
Angel, if perfect, muſt be truly meritorious; 
and moreover, that were we Mortals to do our 
Duty, or all that is commanded of us to do, 
our own Works would then become meritorious 
likewiſe. <« Let us, (faith the Homily in the 
ſecond Part of the Sermon of the Miſery of Man) 
« Let us know our own Works, of what IM. 
« PERFECTION they be, and then we ſhall not 
<« ſtand fooliſhly and arrogantly in our own Con- 
<« ceits, NOR CHALLENGE any Part of Juſtifica. 
« tion by our Merits, or Works. For truly 
c there be Imperfeions in our beſt Works. 
C We do not love God ſo much as we are bound 
ce to do, &c. &c. We give, forgive, believe, 
% live, and hope zmperfettly, &c.” Again in the 
ſecond Part of the Homily on Salvation, our Re- 


formers ſay, „So that the true Underſtanding 


« of this Doctrine, we be juſtified freely by 
« Faith without Works, or that we be juſti- 
c fied by Faith in Chriſt only, is not, that this our 
C own Act to believe in Chriſt, or this our Faith 
“ in Chriſt, which is within us, doth juſtify us, 
and DESERVE our Juſtification unto us, (for that 
„ were to count ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome 
Act, or Virtue that is within ourſelves) but the 


true Underſtanding and Meaning thereof is, Wl 


« That 
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« That altho' we hear God's Word and believe 
« it; altho' we have Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
« Repentance, Dread, and Fear of God within 
« us, and do never ſo many Works thereunto ; 
« yet we muſt renounce the MrziT of all our 
= « ſaid Virtues, of Faith, Hope, Charity, and all 
| 3 « Other Virtues and good Deeds, which we ei- 


«ther have done, ſhall do, or can do, as Things 
that be far too weak, and inſufficient, and u- 
13 « PERFECT, to DESERVE Remiſſion of our Sins, 
. E- « and Juſtification : And therefore we muſt truſt 
A : 1 « only in God's Mercy, and that Sacrifice which 
- 8 5 « our High Prieſt and Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus, 


1 i 
<« 

A 
La) 


the Son of God, once offered for us upon the 


y “ Croſs, to obtain thereby God's Grace, and Re- 
$, * miſſion, as well of our original Sin in Baptiſm, 
d <« as of all actual Sin committed by us after our 
e, « Baptiſm, if WX TRULY REPENT, AND UN- 
he « FEIGNEDLY TURN TO HIM AGAIN.---So that 
8. <« as great and godly a Virtue as the lively Faith 
ng « 1s, yet it putteth us from itſelf, and remitteth 
by <« or appointeth us unto Chriſt, for to have only 
t by him Remiſſion of our Sins or Juſtification. 
18 * So that our Faith in Chriſt faith unto us thus, 
ith elt is not I that taketh away your Sins, but it 
ws eis Chriſt only, and to him only I ſend you for 
hat * that Purpoſe, for/aking therein all your good 
w_ «© Virtues, Words, Thoughts, and Works, and 


only putting your Truſt in Chriſt.” 


— 9 
9 


AND 
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Axp, now, Sir, having proceeded thus far in 
our Inquiries about this important Subject of 
Juſtification, let us here make a Pauſe, in order to 
collect what has been ſaid, into one Point of View. 


1. Trerzrons it appears, that our Engliſh 
Reformers conſidered the Homily on Salvation, 
from whence I have made my laſt Extract, AS ex. 
planatory of their whole Meaning on this Subjec. 
For they not only expreſs themſelves to this Pur- 
poſe, as you have ſeen above, but they even 
refer to this Homily in their 11th Article, of the 
Salvation of Man. Wherefore that we © are 
<« juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt wholſome Doc- 
« trine, and very full of Comfort, as more 
« largely is expreſſed in the Homily on Juſtifica- 
<« tion.” I will therefore take for granted, that 
if I can trace the Meaning of this Homily, 1 ſhall 
be at no Loſs in comprehending their Doctrine 


of Juſtification. 


WHEREFORE 2dly, I obſerve, that our 
firſt Reformers muſt have underſtood the 
Terms Juſtification and Salvation as equi- 
valent Terms in this Controverſy. F or 8 
they refer to the Homily on Juſtification in t ” 
11th Article, there is in Fact no ſuch Homily 


preciſely with that Title. The Homily they 5 . 


again, 


meant, is that on Salvation; and therefore it > 
obvious to the meaneſt Capacity, that they made 


no {ſuch idle Diſtinctions between the 
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1 
of Juſtification, and thoſe of Salvation, as a Cal- 
viniſt muſt neceſſarily make. They thought, that 
that which juſtified, did allo ſave, and thas that 
which ſaved, did allo juſtify. 


zdly. Tur ſuppoſed, not only the Poſſibility 
of the Exiſtence of Good Works prior to our 
Juſtification (which a Calviniſt can never do, 
conſiſtently with his genuine Principles) but alſo 
they required the aZual Pre-exiſtence of them, as 
neceſſary Conditions, tho* they excluded them as 
meritorious Cauſes: [See the Quotation ; and I 
beg it may be read with Attention. ] 


4thly. Wren they come to make a Renun- 
ciation of Merit, they equally renounce the ſup- 
poſed Merit of pre-exiſtent Faith, with that of 
pre-exiſtent Works. Nay they call Faith itſelf 
a Virtue, and a good Work ; both which it cer- 
tainly is; and the Oppoſition which they intended 
was not between Faith and Works (which is the 
Calviniſtical Syſtem) but between Chriſt and 
Works; that is they aſſerted, that there was no 
human Merit of any Kind, either of Congruity, 


or Condignity, to obtain Juſtification from the 


Hands of God; but that Chriſt alone was the 
meritorious Cauſe. 


Wrrrrxrors 5thly. When they admit Faith 
again, as the Inſtrument of Juſtification (after 


having excluded it before under the Notion of a 


meri- 
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„ 
meritorious Cauſe) they admit it as a Kind of 
Proteſt againſt Merit.“ So that our Faith in 
« Chriſt ſaith unto us thus, It is not I that taketh 
« away your Sins, but it is Chriſt only, and to 
« him only I ſend you for that Purpoſe ; for- 
<« ſaking therein (that is, renouncing the pre- 
<« tended Merit of) all your good Virtues, 


« Words, Thoughts, and Works, and putting 


<« only your Truft in Chriſt.” 


HERE, Sir, you now ſee their whole Meaning 
at one View. They plainly meant to ſay (tho 
they expreſſed themſelves very incautiouſly, and 
very confuſedly) that WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY 
CHRIST ONLY; and that Repentance towards 
God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
are the neceſſary Conditions of our Acceptance, 
but not the meritorious Cauſes of our Salvation. 
Whoſoever therefore, whether Churchman or 
Diſſenter, Clergyman or Layman, holds this 
Doctrine, maintains the genuine Doctrine of the 
Church of England: Genuine, I ſay, as to her 
real Meaning, and proper Intention. For in re- 


gard to the mere Expreſſions and Phraſes of our: 


firſt Reformers, I do not defend them. They 


are certainly inaccurate, and ought to be | 


IC 


amended. They are not ſo well guarded againit nl 
Perverſion and Abuſe, as every true Friend 1 


our Church-Eſtabliſnment would wiſh they were: 
In ſhort our Keformers uſed the Phraſe, Juſtiftu- 
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tion by Faith only, in a Senſe ſomewhat different 
from that of St. Paul, from whom they borrowed 
it, tho* they imagined, that they had uſed it 


exactly in the ſame Senſe: And therefore for 


theſe Reaſons, but not in order to make any real 
Alteration in the Doctrine itſelf, I will readily 


allow that the Phraſes and Modes of Expreſſion 


ought to undergo a Reviſal and Correction. 


AnD now, Sir, what can you ſay to theſe 
Things? Is it ſtill your Opinion, that I am the 
ſame infatuated Perſon, for ſubſcribing the Ar- 
ticles and Homilies in an Arminian Senſe, you 
had before pronounced me to be ? Or do you at 
laſt begin to think, that your Cenſure was rather 
harſh and unmeritted ?---I cannot, I dare not be- 
lieve, but that you have greatly changed your 
Sentiments in theſe Reſpects. I cannot ſuppoſe, 
but that you are willing to acknowledge, I have 
taken that very Method for inveſtigating the 
Truth, which the Author of the Confeſſional 
ought to have taken, had he the ſame good End 
in View; viz. by tracing the Argument down- 
wards from the Fountain Head, and by placing 
the Reader in the very Times, Circumſtances, 
and Situation of the Reformers themſelves, when 
they erected the Eſtabliſhment of the national 
Church. Moreover I think and hope, you will do 
methe further Juſtice to acknowledge, that I have 
ſhunned no Difficulties, nor gloſſed over any 
P real 
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real Objections ; but that throughout the Courſe 
of this Debate, I have acted with an Uprightneſs 
and Impartiality, and with a Candour, Modera- 
tion and Sincerity, which the warmeſt Friends 
and the greateſt Admirers -of that Gentleman, 
cannot diſcover in his Writings. If after this you 
give him the Preference for the Brilliancy of his 
Wit, and the Elegance of his Stile, for his keen RR 1: 
Satire and pungent Invectives, you have my free n 
and full Conſent for ſo doing. Indeed I do not ä th 
pretend to be his Rival in theſe Qualification, 
nor can I apprehend, that the Goſpel of Chriſt 
particularly requires that ſuch Weapons, as 
he hath made uſe of, be employed in its 
Defence. He hath, it is true, profeſſedly ſet 
himſelf up as the Champion of the Cauſe of 
genuine and unadulterated Chriſtianity. And 
it ſeems, you have been pleaſed to conſider him 
in the ſame honourable Point of View; yet! 
do not recolle& (and if I am wrong, you wil 
ſet me right ;---I fay, I do not recollect) that 
St. Pau! ever recommended to Timothy and 
Titus, whom he appointed to be the Defender 
of the Faith both againſt Jewiſn and Gentile Ad- 
verſaries, to treat their Opponents in the ſame 


overbearing, inſulting, and ſupercilious Manner RK 


in which this Author hath never failed to treat 
all thoſe who have dared to differ from his 
Opinion : And therefore if this be the Specimen 


which is to be given us of the new and glorious 
Light nn 
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Light of Goſpel Reformation, when freed from 
Human Impoſitions, I cannot but declare, that 
I greatly prefer the old one, with all its Dimneſs, 


and all its Imperfections. 


Howvkk, there is one Objection more, which 
is really and truly of great Importance (though 
neither you nor he ever made it) and which 
therefore deſerves to be ſolidly anſwered, and 
effectually cleared up. 


Tux Objection is this: If the literal, exact 
and preciſe Meaning of certain Phraſes in the 
Homilies and Articles of the Church of England, 
is only to be learnt by having Recourſe to thoſe 
Scholaſtic Notions, and antiquated Diſputes at 
and preceding the Reformation, which gave Riſe 
to theſe Phraſes ;---what is a common Congre- 
ation, what is the Laity in general, or indeed 
what is the far greater Part of the Clergy them- 
ſelves to do in ſuch a Caſe? Are they to be ſent 
to ſtudy Peter Lombard, or Thomas Aquinas, and 
all the old muſty Authors of that Claſs ?---Or 
even are they to pore over the voluminous 
Works of Eraſmus and Melan&hon, in order to 
know the Doctrines of their own Church, with 
Accuracy and Preciſion ? And have you no bet- 
ter, no ſhorter, nor ſafer Method than this to 
recommend for general Practice, and conſtant 
Ule? Yes, Sir, we have; a Method, which 

will 


— oe 


1 
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will anſwer every good Purpoſe that can be de. 
fired; and, *till a Reviſal and Correction of the i p 
Articles and Homilies can be made, a Method, 80 
which might ſerve as an excellent Succedaneum, tn 
to ſupply their Places. | an 
1 
Surposg therefore, that both Homilies and Wn G 
Articles were quite removed ;---removed, I mean,- ks 
till they had undergone an exact and critical Cor- " 
rection: And that no other Teſt or Subſcription 
were required in the mean Time, than the uſual ch 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Liturgy of the Church 5 
* Or rather, as many Perſons object to the _ Form the 
of Aſſent and Conſent, &c. ſuppoſe another Ferm of Sub- Ex 
ſcription were propoſed, ſomewhat to the following Effect. Pra 
« A. B. now to be ordained [Prieſt or l or, now 
<« to be inſtituted [inſtalled, &c.] or, now to be icenſed a terr 
«« Curate [or Lecturer] do ſolemnly and ſincerely declare it that 
<< to be my firm Belief, that the Liturgy of the Church of 5 
« England, as ſet forth in a Book, entituled The Book of TOr 
„Common Prayer, [together with, here mention the Par- prel 
e culars] is a rational, devout, and edifying Service, con- 
<« taining the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Salvation and 2. EFET 
by eee to the Word of God: Which Service I there. Idea 
« fore bind myſelf to uſe in all my public Miniſtrations, ac- 
* cording to the Rubrics, Calendars, Rules and Orders ſet OF 
« forth in the ſaid Book. And I do further declare, that! or in 
«© will never teach or preach any Doctrine contrary thereto 1 
« while I ſhall act as a Paſtor, or profeſs myſelf a Member OY 
« of the ſaid Church.” This Form, or ſomething to the | niſm 


like Effect, it is humbly apprehended, would be a good | 
Succedaneum to the preſent Articles and Homilies, till they 
are properly amended, agreeably to the genuine Senſe, Mean- 
ing, and Intention of the original Compilers. In the mean 
Time, it is preſumed, that ſuch a Subſcription is not inca- 
pable of anſwering all the nece//ary Purpoſes of Unity of D 
_ 4 Unifermity of Worſhip in a national eſtabliſhed % 

urch. 
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of England. The Liturgy was compiled without 
paying improper Regards to the Subtleties of the 
Schoolmen : The Liturgy doth not enter into 
the Labyrinths of Theological Controverſies ; 
and yet the Liturgy muſt be allowed to be the 
Church of England Man's principal Standard of 
Orthodoxy next to his Bible; and to be his ſole 
human Guide in his public Devotions. 


Tris being the Caſe, J propoſe to draw up 
the quinquarticular Controverſy in oppoſite Co- 
lumns, the one Side to repreſent Calviniſm, and 
the other Arminianiſm ; and then ſhall add ſuch 


| . Extracts from the ſeveral Offices of our Common 


Prayer as are relative to each Head, without in- 
termixing any Reflections of my own, in order 
that you and every intelligent Reader may judge 
for yourſelves, in regard to the real Merits of the 
preſent Diſpute. And in doing this, as I have 
ever made it my Rule to prefer Things to Words, 
Ideas to Sounds, and Senſe to Language, I will 
not enter into the Minutiæ of the Differences, 
or into the Diſtinctions between the Supra-lapſa- 
rian, or Sub- lapſarian Syſtem ; between Janſe- 
niſm and Calviniſm, nor yet between thoſe of 
Arminianiſm and Moliniſm; nor ſhall I con- 
ſider the Inconſiſtencies and Contradictions, 
which may be found in the Writings of St. Au 


: | g#fiin and others on theſe Heads :---But taking 


for granted, that they all reaſoned conſiſtently 
and 
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and argued fairly, and that they were willing 
to ſtand by the Conſequences of their own Opj. 


nions, I humbly apprehend, that their reſpectiye 
Notions might be repreſented after the following 
Manner, with ſufficient Juſtice and Exactneſs. 


I. PREDESTINATION, 


Calviniſm, alias the Te- 
nets of St. Auguſtin, 
and of the Schoolmen, 
alias Fanſeniſm, 


Gop hath from all 
Eternity predeſtinated 
a certain Number of 
Men out of the fallen 
Maſs as Monuments of 
his free and undeſerved 
Mercy; and hath diſ- 
played his Glory and 
deſerved Juſtice by re- 
probating or rejecting 
the reſt, whereby they 
irretrievably fall into 
eternal Damnation; and 
this Decree of God is 
abſolute, i. e. not made 
in Conſequence of the 
foreſeen Obedience of 
the Elect, or Diſobe- 
dience of the Repro- 
bate, but 1s merely the 
Reſult of his ſovereign 
Will and Pleaſure, 


Arminianiſm, alias the 


Tenets of the Greek 
Fathers, alias Semi- 
pelagianiſm, alias Mo- 
liniſm. 


Gop hath from all 
Eternity dcreed to dif- 


play both the Glory of 


his unmerited Mercy, 
and his exact and irre- 
prehenſible Juſtice to 
fallen Man thro' the 
Terms of the Goſpel, 
by making a Tender of 
Pardon and Salvation 
unto ALL; and by 
calling and electing 
ſome particular Nations 
preferably to others, to 
the Means of knowing 
his Will; which Pre- 
ference to the Means of 
Salvation is the ſole 
Meaning of the Term 
Predeſtination, when 
uſed in Scripture. 


VVT 
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Calviniſm, &c. | Arminianiſin, &c. 


As to the Caſe of In- 
dividuals, living within 
thoſe Diſtricts which 
are enlightened by the 
Goſpel, God having 
foreſeen from all Eter- 
nity, who thoſe Perſons 
would be, who ſhould 
conform to his Offer of 
Grace and Pardon, 
hath predeſtinated them 
to final Salvation ; but 
ſuch as he foreſaw would 
remain incorrigible and 
diſobedient, he repro- 
bated, or rejected. 


Liturgy of the Church of England. 

Reſponſe after the Creed. And make thy choſen 
[thine elected] People joyful. 

Baptiſm of Adults. Grant that the Perſons 
now to be baptized, may receive the Fulneſs of 
thy Grace, and ever remain in the Number of thy 
faithful and ele# Children. 

Catechiſm.---In my Baptiſm I was made a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt, the Child of God, and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven [i. e. I was elected 
to a State of Salvation. ] 

Catechiſm again.---] thank my heavenly Father 


that he hath called [elected] me to his State of 
Salvation. 


Catechiſin 


L 220-13 
Catechiſm again.---I believe in God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who hath ſanctiſied uE, and all the elen 


People of God. 


pleaſe thee of thy gracious Goodneſs ſhortly to 
accompliſh the Number of thine Elec. 


II. 
Calviniſm, &c. 


Gop ſent his Son to 
purchaſe and redeem 
thoſe only, whom he 
had abſolutely decreed 
to /ave out of the cor- 
rupted Maſs ; but as to 
ſuch others, whom he 


had before determined- 


to omit, or paſs by, and 
conſequently to damn, 
Chriſt did not actually 
and intentionally redeem 
them; nor was he lent 
into the World for that 


Burial Service. Beſeeching thee, that it may b 
P 
— W. 
REDEMPTION. th 
| Arminianiſim, &c. 23 
( 
CHRIST died as well cio 
for thoſe, whom God L 
had reprobated toDan- : 
nation, having foreſeen _ 
their Diſobedience, as 0 
thoſe whom he elected mig 
to Lite in Conſequence be 1 
of the Fore-knowledge 1 
of their ſaving Fail. Tui 
For the Merit of the Ry 
Redemption was 4- 5 
/igned to be an univerſd Hoh 
Reſtorative to all Man. P, 
kind, and is as effict [Chr. 
cious in itſelf to the Sal offere 


Purpoſe: So that pro- 
perly and literally 
ſpeaking, they have 20 
Saviour, or Redeemer. 


vation of the Reprobate, 7 


as of the Elect: Chrit Wl 


on his Part having ſhe ll 
as much Blood to fave 


Peter. 


Judas, as to redeen We 


Latu l 
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| Liturgy of the Church of England. 

Je Deum. We therefore pray thee help thy 
Servants, whom thou haſt. * with thy 
precious Blood. 

Litany. O God the Son . of the World. 

Item.—-Spare us, good Lord, ſpare thy People, 
whom thou haſt redeemed with thy precious Blood. 

General Thankſgiving.---We bleſs thee,---for 
thine ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the 
World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Colle# for Good Friday.---We beſeech thee gra- 
ciouſly to behold this thy Family, for which our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was contented to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs. 

Collect for the ſecond Sunday after Eaſter.—-Al- 
mighty God, who haſt given thine only Son to 
be unto 46, a Sacrifice for Sin. 
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ence 
do: Exhortation before the Communion.--- Above all 
ai. Things we muſt give moſt humble and hearty 
1 Thanks to God the Father, the Son, and the 
_ f | 1 Holy Ghoſt for the Redemption of the World. 
Man- 1 Preface to the Communion on Eaſter-Day.---He 
cz [Chriſt] is the very Paſchal Lamb, which was 
e Sal offered for us, and hath taken away the Sin of the 
obate, World. | 
Gy 3 Prayer of Conſecration.---Almighty God,--- 
S = 8 vo of thy tender Mercy, didſt give thine only 
8. I = Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer Death upon the 


Croſs for our Redemption, who made there,--- 


* FR * 
| . 70 8 
= * 25 4 
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; 
| 
\ 
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a full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins 
of the wnoLe WorLD. | 

At the Delivery of the Bread and Wine to each 


Communicant. The Body of our Lord Feſus | 


Chriſt, which was given for THEE : The Blood 
which was ſhed for THRE. 

Thankſgiving after receiving.--We moſt heartily 
thank thee, that thou doft AssuRE us,---that we 


are Heirs thro? Hope of thy everlaſting Kingdom 


by the Merits of the moſt precious Death and Paſ. 


ion of thy dear Son. 


Catochiſin. God the Son,---hath redeemed ux, 
and ALL MANEK IND. 


W 
Calviniſm, &c. Arminianiſin, &c. 


Gop- doth, ſooner or As God hath decreed 
later, efeRually call by to put all Chriſtians into 
the Influences of his a probationary and 2 
Spirit ſuch as he had | ſalvable State, and then 
abſolutely decreed to | to leave it to their own 
ſave, and had ſent his |. Wills, reſtored to Free- 
Son to purchaſe and re- dom by Grace, whether 
deem; i. e. he infuſes they will be actual) 
into them ſuch a Por- /aved or not; he there. 
tion or Meaſure of Di- fore gives or reſtores to 
vine Grace, as he fore- all Mankind, as ſoon 
ſees muſt inevitably ope- as they have need of it, 
rate to that Degree, ſuch a Sufficiency of 
one Time or other, on preventing prevenient 

their — 


„ 


Calviniſm, &c. 


their Underſtandings, 
Wills, and Affections, 
that there is not a Palſi- 
bility left in them fi- 
nally to withſtand their 
Converſion from Sin 
to Holineſs, or to fruſ- 
trate the Decree of 
Election. 


Bur as to thoſe, 
whom God did not de- 
cree to ſave, and Chriſt 
did not redeem, they are 
excluded from having 
ſuch a Sufficiency of 
Grace, as is able to ſave 
them, and they muſt 
therefore unavoidably 
periſh for ever. 


Arminianiſm, &c. 


or antecedent] Grace, 


as amounts to a moral 
Power, Faculty, or Ca- 
py of beginning the 
Chriſtian Life; and 
then he encreaſes or di- 
miniſhes the internal 
Operations of the Holy 
Spirit, according as they 
improve or abuſe his 
former Favours. 


Liturgy of the Church of England. 


Abſolution,---Wherefore let us beſeech him to 
grant us true Repentance, and his Holy Spirit. 
Prayer for the Clergy, &c.---Send down upon 
our Biſhops and Curates, and ALL Congregations 
committed to their Charge, the healthful Spirit 
of thy Grace. | 
Litany.—That it may pleaſe thee to give to | 
all thy People Increaſe of Grace. | 
Litany | 
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Litany again. To have Mercy upon [to give 
Grace unto] all Men. 

Litany again.---To endue us with the Grace of 
thy holy Spirit. 

Collett for the firſt Sunday in Advent. 3 
God give us Grace, that we may caſt away the 
Works of Darkneſs. | 

Collect for the fourth Sunday in Advent. — That 
thy bountiful Grace and Mercy may ſpeedily 
help and deliver us. 

Collect for Chriſtmas Day. -Grant that we thy 
Children by Adoption and Grace, may daily be 
renewed by thy Holy Spirit. 

Collect for the ſecond Sunday in Lent.---Keep us, 
inwardly in our Souls, that we may be defended 
from all evil Thoughts. 

Fifth Sunday after Eafter.---Grant unto vs, that 
by thy Holy Inſpiration, we may think thoſe 
Things that be good. 

Sunday after Aſcenſi n.—-Send thy Holy Spirit 
to comfort us. 

Whitſunday.---Grant us by the ſame Spirit to 
have a right Judgment in all Things. 

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity.---Grant unto us 
ſuch a Meaſure of thy Grace. 

Prayer after receiving the Sacrament.---Humbly 
beſeeching thee, that all we, who are Partakers 
of this Holy Communion, may be fu{flled with 
thy Grace, 


Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm of Adults.---Grant that the Perſons 
now to be baptized may receive the Fulneſs of 
thy Grace. | 

Catechiſm.---I pray unto God to give me his 
Grace, that I may continue in the ſame [in this 
State of Salvation] unto my Life's End. 

Catechiſm again,---God the Holy Ghoſt ſanc- 
tifieth me [giveth Grace to me] and all the elect 
People of God [to all Chriſtian People.] 

Catechiſm again. deſire my Lord God,--- 
to ſend his Grace to me, and to all People. 

Confirmation Service.----Strengthen them [the 
Perſons to be confirmed] we beſeech thee, O 
Lord, with the Holy Ghoſt. 

AF of Confirmation.---Detend, O Lord, this 
thy Servant with thy Heavenly Grace, that he 
may---d4atly encreaſe in thy Holy Spirit. 

Commination Office.---If we will ſubmit ourſelves 
unto him,---and be ordered by the Governance of 


his Holy Spirit. 


VI. JUSTIFICATION. 


Calviniſm, &c. Arminianiſm, &c. 


Gop doth freely juſ- | Trosz who uſe well 
tity thoſe who enjoy the | the Grace that is given 
Benefit of abſolute | them, and conform to 
Election, Redemption, the Terms of the Goſpel, 
and the effectual calling | are admitted to Pardon 


of ſaving Grace that | and Juſtification ; that 


IS, IS, 
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Litany again. To have upon [to give 
Grace unto] all Men. 

Litany again.---To endue us with the Grace of 
thy holy Spirit. | 

Collect for the firſt Sunday in Advent. ---Almighty 
God give us Grace, that we may caſt away the 
Works of Darkneſs. 

Collect for the fourth Sunday in Advent.---That 
thy bountiful Grace and Mercy may ſpeedily 
help and deliver 4s. 

Collect for Chriſtmas Day.---Grant that we thy 
Children by Adoption and Grace, may daily be 
renewed by thy Holy Spirit. 

Collect for the ſecond Sunday in Lent. Keep us, 
inwardly in our Souls, that we may be defended 
from all evil Thoughts. 

Fifth Sunday after Eafter.---Grant unto vs, that 
by thy Holy Inſpiration, we may think thoſe 
Things that be good. | 

Sunday after Aſcenſion.---Send thy Holy Spirit 
to comfort 1s. 

Whitſunday.---Grant us by the ſame Spirit to 
have a right Judgment in all Things. 

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity.---Grant unto 1 


ſuch a Meaſure of thy Grace. 


Prayer after receiving the Sacrament.---Humbly 
beſeeching thee, that all we, who are Partakers 
of this Holy Communion, may be fulfilled with 
thy Grace, | 
Baptiſm 
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Baptiſm of Adults.---Grant that the Perſons 
now to be baptized may receive the Fulneſs of 
thy Grace. | 
Catechiſm.---I pray unto God to give me his 
Grace, that I may continue in the ſame [in this 
State of Salvation] unto my Life's End. | 
Catechiſm again.---God the Holy Ghoſt ſanc- 
tifieth me [giveth Grace to me] and all the elect 
People of God [to all Chriſtian People. ] 
Catechiſm again. deſire my Lord God,--- 
to ſend his Grace to me, and to all People. 
Y Confirmation Service.----Strengthen them [the 
perſons to be confirmed] we beſcech thee, O 
Lord, with the Holy Ghoft. 
_ 47 of Confirmation.---Defend, O Lord, his 
= thy Servant with thy Heavenly Grace, that he 
= may---daily encreaſe in thy Holy Spirit. 
| Commination Office.---If we will ſubmit ourſelves 
= unto him,---and Ze ordered by the Governance of 
his Holy Spirit. 


— 


— 


VI. JUSTIFICATION. 


Calviniſm, &c. 


Soy doth freely juſ- 
= tity thoſe who enjoy the 
z By | Benefit of 

_ -tion, Redemption, 
and the effe&ual calling 
of /ving Grace; that 
| IS, 


abſolute 


Arminianiſm, &c. 


THross who uſe well 
the Grace that 1s given 
them, and conform to 
the Terms of the Goſpel, 
are admitted to Pardon 
and Juſtification ; that 

18, 


E 


Calviniſm, & c. 


is, he imputes to Chriſt 
all their Sins, and im- 
putes to them /is Righte- 
ouſneſs and Perfection: 
And this Intent of God 
to juſtify them, or this 
effetual Calling, is at 
ſome certain J uncture, 
Day, or HNqur, notified 
to them by the Infuſion 
of the Gift and Habit 
of Faith; whereby they 
lay hold, as with an In- 
ſtrument, on the Merits 
of Chriſt, transferring 
their Sins to Chriſt, and 
receiving his Righte- 
ouſneſs in Return: For 
the Sake of which 
Righteouſneſs they are 
finally treated by Gad, 
as if they had been per- 
fectly righteous in 
themſelves, or had in 
their own Perfons com- 
completely fulfilled the 
Divine Law. 


Liturgy of the Church of England. 


Exhortation.---The Scripture moveth usr 
acknowledge and confeſs our manifold Sins,” 


* 


the Puniſhment due to 
their Sins, and {uper- 


is, were God to call 


Arminianiſin, &c. 


them to the Bar of 
Judgment, and to try 
them, he would pro- 
nounce them not guilty: 
Becauſe Chriſt having 
purchaſed for them the 
Law of Faith and Re- 
pentance, as the Lay 
or Terms by which 
they are to be judged 
and tried; and they 
having through the 
Power of Divine Grace 
(firſt enabling them to 
work, and then co-ope- 
rating with their own 
endeavours) fulfilled 
this Law; that is, be- 
come true and Chriſiian 
Penitents; God there- 
fore, for the Sake of the 
alone Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt, admits of this 
Qualification, remits 


adds the Rewards of 
eternal Glory. 


5 


wil 


ich 
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with an humble, penitent, and obedient Heart, - 
to the End that we may obtain Forgiveneſs ¶ Juſ- 
tification] of the ſame. - 
Coꝛnfaſion.— Spare [forgive] thou them, O 
God, which confeſs their Faults: Reſtore [re- 


z juſtify] thou them that are penitent. 


Abſolution. ---He pardoneth and abſolveth ¶uſ- 
tifieth] all them that truly repent, and unfeign- 
edly believe his holy Goſpel. | 

Collect for Aſh-WWedneſday.--- Almighty God, 
who hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, and 


| doeſt forgive the Sins of [juſtify] them that are 


penttent. | 
Exhortation before the Sacrament.---The Benefit 
[of receiving] is great, if with a true penitent 
Heart and lively Faith we receive that Holy Sa- 
crament ; for then we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of 
Chriſt, and drink his Blood, then we dwell 
in Chriſt, and Chriſt in us, we are one with 
Chriſt, and Chriſt with us [that is, then we are 
juſtified. ]—Judge therefore yourſelves, Brethren, 
repent you truly of your former Sins, have a 
lively and ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Saviour, 
amend your Lives, and be in perfect Charity 
with all Men ;---ſo ſhall ye be meet Partakers of 
theſe Holy Myſteries [ſo ſhall ye be juſtified. ] 
Abſolution in the Sacrament.--- Almighty God 
hath promiſed Forgiveneſs of Sins [Juſtification] 
to all them that with hearty Repentance and true 
Faith turn unto him. | 


Viſitation 


pr — 
— nn - 2 * -4 

MEE 2 222 — — - 5 
— r 


— 


I! 
| 
| 
| 
1 

3.0! 
| 


——— 2 ee < 
—— — — rer 
—_ þ a A 


2 2 2(2WW — 


— —— 


L 128 ] 1 

Viſitation of the Sick. Give him unfeigned Re. 
pentance for all the Errors of his Life paſt, and 
ſtedfaſt Faith in thy Son Jeſus, that his Sins may 
be done away, and his Pardon ſealed in Heaven, 
[i. e. that he may be juſtified] before he go 


hence. 


V. PERS EVER AN CE. 


Calviniſm, &c. 


True Elefted, Re- 
deemed, and Called, by 
effectual Grace, and 
Fuſtified, cannot poſſi- 
bly in the Nature of 
Things fnally fall away. 
For though perhaps 
they ſhould chance to 
be overtaken in a Fault 
for a Time; nay, tho 
they ſhould be guilty 
of the moſt horrid and 
ſhocking Crimes, and 
Blaſphemies, ſuch as 
premeditated Murder 
and Adultery, and the 
Denial of that Chriſt 
who bought them, yer 
they not only may, but 
they muſt return again, 
and become holy before 
they die; becauſe the 
Decree of Election 

ſtands 


Arminianiſm, &c. 


SEEING Our Salva. 
tion is in its own Na. 
ture a contingent Thing, 
and dependent, as to the 
Event, on our own Con- 
duct and Behaviour, 
there cannot be, in or- 
dinary Caſes, any abſo- 
lute Certainty thereof: 
And therefore though 
a Man may at preſent 
have a reaſonable well- 
grounded Affurance, 
that he is in a juſtified 
State, there is a Poſſ- 
bility of his falling away 
at laſt, and of being f- 
nally loſt; becauſe he has 
no other Security (in 
ordinary Caſes) that his 
Juſtification will con- 


tinue valid, and remain 


in Force, than either 
by 


Calviniſm, &c. 


ſtands ſure, and cannot 
be cancelled. Hence, 
once juſtified, always 
juſtified; once in Grace, 
always in Grace; once 
regenerate, always re- 
generate; that is, al- 
ways as to the Habit, 
tho not as to the Act. 
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Arminianiſm, &c. 


by keeping up to the 
Terms on which it was 
firſt granted, which is 
the beſt and ſafeſt Me- 
thod ; or at leaſt by be- 
coming a true and ſin- 
cere Penitent after- 
wards. Conſequently 
as often as a Man is a 
deliberate Sinner, ſo of- 
ten 1s his Juſtification 
revoked, and his Name 
ſtruck out of the Book 
of Life; and as often 
as he becomes a true 
Chriſtian Penitent, ſo 
often 1s his Juſtification 
renewed, and his Name 
inſerted again, 


Liturgy of the Church of England. 


Abſolution.---Wherefore let us beſeech him to 
grant us---his holy Spirit, that the Reſt of our 
| Life hereafter may be pure and holy; ſo that at 
| the laſt we may come to his eternal Joy. 

Reſponſe.---Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

Litany.---That it may pleaſe thee to ftrengthen 
ſuch as do ſtand, to raiſe up them that fall, and 


Hnally to beat down Satan under our Feet. 


1 Collect for Innocents-Day.---O Almighty God, 
bo. frengthen us by thy Grace, that by the Con- 
Es R 


ſtancy 
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ſtancy of our Faith, even unto Death, we may 
glorify thy holy Name. | 


Fifth Sunday after Epiphany.---O Lord we be. the 

It ſeech thee, keep thy Church and Houſhold wy. [Rn © 

10 tinually in thy true Religion, that they who do [Rn __ 
lit lean only upon the Hope of thy heavenly Grace, 
If may ever more be defended by thy mighty Power, 

1 Seventh Sunday after Trinity. Lord of all WR A 

lil Power and Might, graft in our Hearts the Love par 

| of thy Name, encreaſe in us true Religion, no. FW + 

Ul riſh us with all Goodneſs, and of thy grea PR not | 

Mercy keep us in'the ſame. have 

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. Keep, we be. and 

ſeech, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual Aut! 

Mercy; and becauſe the Frailty of our Nature as th. 

without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by ti ese 

Help. 8 envie 

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. Lord we pray W owe 

thee, that thy Grace may always prevent [pre- becar 

cede} and follow us, and make us continually = "BM 

to be given to all good Works. . = | 


Baptiſm of Adults.---Grant that the Perſs Bp . 
now to be baptized [to be juſtified, ſee the Con- Mine 
text] may receive the Fulneſs of thy Grace, and _ 
ever remain in the Number of thy faithful and "I 5 75 
elect Children. „, 

Exhortation after Baptiſm of Adults. — Sceins 1 
now, dearly beloved, that theſe Perſons We co ther 
generate, and grafted into the Body of Chriſt . . 
Church [that is, are juſtified] let us give Thank au ö 
unto Almighty God for theſe Benefits, and with "i 
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1 132 } . 
one Accord make our Prayers unto him, that 
they may lead the Ref of their Life according 


to this Beginning. 


CONCEU TIT 


Axp thus, Sir, I have gone through every 
Part of my intended Examination of the publick 
Offices of the Church of England. It belongs 
not to me to decide with a magiſterial Air, how I 
have ſucceeded. That Kind of Self-Confidence 


be- and proud Boaſting ſeems to be claimed by the 
tual Author of the Confeſſional, and his Aſſociates, 
cute i as their peculiar Province; and fince they are ſo 
thy Leſirous of engrofling it, may they enjoy it, un- 

envied, as their excluſive Privilege. One Thing, 
P19 RS however, I muſt be allowed moſt ſolemnly to affirm, 
pte. becauſe no other Perſon, except myſelf, has any 
120 Right to affirm it- That after the moſt ſe- 
« vere and impartial Scrutiny, which I have been 
TI able to make, I am fully convinced, in my own 
* Mind, that I ſubſcribe to the Tenor of the. Ho- 
h = milies, Articles, and Liturgy of the Church of 
| eigland in the very identical Senſe in which 
oo anmer and Ridley, had they been now alive, 
elſe vould have wiſhed that I ſhould have ſubſcribed 
_ : Y to them. It is true, I may be miſtaken in this 
on Y erſuaſion; for after all the Care and Caution I 


an uſe, I do not arrogate to myſelf abſolute 
In- 


| E 
Infallibility: But there is one Favour, in which 
I think you may ſafely indulge me, without 
hurting the Cauſe of Truth, or Impartiality, 
You may ſafely grant, that, if I am miſtaken, few 
Perſons have taken more Pains to be rightly in- 
formed, than I have done, or have purſued a 
better Method, if fo good; and therefore, ſup- 
poling at the laſt that I have failed in the At- 
tempt, I am willing to hope, that both in this 
World, and the next, my Miſtakes will be 
eſteemed (I do not fay very meritorious, as ſome 
have done, but) very innocent, and very ex- 


cuſable. 


Two Things more I have to add on this Head, 
and I have done. The firſt is, That if the 
Exiles, driven out by the Perſecutions of Queen 
Mary, on their Return home from thoſe Calviniſ 
tical Places Frankfort and Geneva, choſe to un- 
derſtand Cranmer's and Ridley's Words in a Senk 


different from what Cranmer and Ridley ever in- 


tended, that is no Charge againſt me; I am not 
anſwerable either for their Miſtakes, or their Per. 
verſions : Nor yet do I think it would tend at al 
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either to the Honour of God, or the Good d 


Mankind, were I to preſent the Public with: the ( 


long Liſt of all thoſe Artifices and Chicaneries, 
thoſe idle Diſtinctions and mental Reſervation, 
which the Calviniſts in general are forced to ur ſtran 
in order to gloſs over their Subſcriptions to ti: 
origin 


firm, 
they 


prod 


lead, 
the 


ueen 


0 Ul- 


5 3 
s 1 AA 22 
5 2 
viniſ- 
2 © 
©" 
A 
TH \ 
7 4 


Senſe 2 ; 

r in- 
n no: (_ 
Per- - S 
at al 

od of nl 
ich: Jn 
cries, 
tion, 

ro ut 
gin "of 


[ 133 } 

original Doctrines of our Church. Thoſe who 
wiſh to ſee theſe Subterfuges, may find enough, 

even to Satiety, in the Theſes of the Britiſi Di- 
vines at the Synod of Dort, and in the Writings 
of Prynn, Hickman, Yates, Rous, Carleton, Ed- 
wards, and many others. In ſhort, the Caſe of 
the preſent Arminian Clergy reſpecting their 
Predeceſſors the Calviniſts in the Reigns of 
Elizabeth and James I. is very ſimilar to the Caſe 

of all Chriſtians, and more eſpecially of all Pro- 

teſtants reſpecting thoſe who are called the Apoſ- 

tolic Fathers, We acknowledge, that theſe Fa- 

thers were co-temporary with ſome of the Apoſ- 

tles. But nevertheleſs we are far from eſteeming 

them to be the beſt Interpreters of the Apoſtolic 

Writings ; nay more, we think, we can ſhew, 


that in their Explanations, or Applications of 


Texts of Scripture, they were ſeveral Times very 
much miſtaken. Juſt ſo; if any Man ſhall object 
to me the Authority of the Lambeth Articles, 
or of the Briti/h Divines at the Synod of Dort ;-- 
my Reply is this, That, according to the. beſt 


of my Judgment, the Compilers of thoſe Arti- 


cles, and the Britiſi Divines at that Aſſembly 
either miſtook, or perverted the genuine Senſe of 
the Church of England :--- Andimoreover I af- 
firm, (and J appeal to their own Writings) that 
they could not poſſibly have reconciled their 


ſtrange Poſitions with thoſe E xtracts which are 


produced in this very Letter out of the Homilies 
and 
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and Articles,---and eſpecially out of our excellent 
Liturgy ;---I ſay, they could not poſlibly have 
reconciled their Pofitions with theſe Extracts any 
otherwiſe than by having recourſe to ſuch unna- 
tural forced Diſtinctions and mental Reſervations, 
as ill became the plain Profeſſors of a plain Goſpel 
to have made Uſe of. 


TRE 2d Thing is, that I do not eſteem my- 
ſelf obliged to anſwer all the Objections, which 
either a Deiſt, or a Calviniſt may think he has a 
Right to make to the Arminian Syſtem as here 
ſer forth. A Deiſt may object to the Arminian 


Account of the Fall of Man, and the Introduc- 


tion of Evil into the World; and a Calviniſt may 
find Fault with the Notion of God's Preſcience 
being reconciliable with Man's free Agency. 
Now I do not pretend to remove all the Difficul- 
ties which may belong to either of theſe Hypo- 
theſes; and I profeſs myſelf to be of the Number 
of thoſe who are content to embrace that Syſtem 
which appears to have the feweſt and the /mallef 
Difficulties attending it (and therefore is the 5% 
upon the whole) notwithſtanding it may contain 
many Things, which my poor imperfect Judg- 
ment cannot comprehend, much leſs explain. 
In ſhort, my grand Point in this Epiſtle was to 
defend the Clerical Subſcription on the Arminian 
Plan, and hat only: And if I have done this 


to the Satisfaction of the Candid and Impartial, 
| [ 
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I have obtained my Ends in writing, and ſhall 
not think my Time and Labour to have been ill 
beſtowed. I have the Honour to be, Reverend f 


Sir, with true Xſteem, 
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Your affettionate Brother, 
And moſt obedient humble Servant, 


. Joran Fuenn 
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